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— On Sept. 23,
Alabama Retail and
UAB will recognize
13 retail businesses with locations
in 48 Alabama cities as the 2014
Alabama Retailers of the Year.

— 2014 is the 30th anniversary
of the founding of Alabama Retail
Comp, a nonprofit trust that offers
cost-effective workers’
compensation coverage
to Alabama Retail members.
— September is
National Preparedness Month. Are you
prepared for whatever Alabama’s weather brings?
— Based on a July
attorney general’s
ruling, private
property owners may
be able to prohibit
the carrying of firearms on their
property.
— Read the latest
news from our
members, from
awards to celebrations of many years
in business to retirements
concluding successful retail
careers.

Alabama Gov. Robert Bentley will
deliver the keynote address at the 2014
Alabama Retail Day luncheon and be

on hand to congratulate this year’s Alabama Retailers of the Year.
The 33rd Annual Alabama Retail Day luncheon in Birmingham
begins at 11:30 a.m. Tuesday, Sept. 23.
Bentley’s keynote address will precede the Retailer of the Year
Awards, which honor Alabama’s most outstanding retailers.
(See Page 3 for this year’s honorees).

continued on Page 2

Gov. Robert Bentley

Contact Congress and demand e-fairness
Congress has a prime
opportunity between
now and the November
elections to ensure fairness
for local retailers while
protecting the digital
economy from access taxes
on the Internet.
On July 15, a bipartisan
group of senators introduced new e-fairness
legislation – S. 2609, or the
Marketplace and Internet
Tax Fairness Act.
This legislation combines
two overwhelmingly bipartisan pieces of legislation,
the Marketplace Fairness
Act and the Internet Tax
Freedom Act, into one bill.

The new bill attaches the
provisions of the Marketplace Fairness Act, which
would level the playing
field in regards to sales tax
collection for most retailers,
to a 10-year extension of
the ban on state and local
taxes on Internet access,
known as the Internet Tax
Freedom Act. S. 2609 could
be voted on as early as
sometime in September.
The Internet Tax Moratorium, which prevents state
and local governments from
imposing new taxes on
Internet access services, is
set to expire Nov. 1.
With limited legislative
days before the November
elections, the Marketplace
and Internet Tax Fairness
Act is the best shot at getting e-fairness passed as

soon as possible, under the
best circumstances.
In May 2013, Alabama
Sens. Richard Shelby and
Jeff Sessions were among
69 senators who approved
the Marketplace Fairness
Act. Let Shelby and Sessions know that you want
them to continue their
support for this issue by
voting for S. 2609. Also,
reach out to your U.S.
House representative to let
them know that when this
issue reaches the House,
you want them to support
it. To learn how to contact
your senator and congressman, go to:
alabamaretail.org/findyourlawmaker

The state of Alabama
already is gearing up for the
probability that Congress
will finally close the online
sales tax loophole (see story
Page 6).

Go to standwithmainstreet.com to learn more

Retail Day is Tuesday, Sept. 23
continued from Page 1
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ABOUT OUR SPEAKER
In 2010, Dr. Robert Bentley was elected
as the 53rd governor of the state of
Alabama. While the governor’s primary
focus in office has been job creation, he
also has led legislative efforts to increase incentives for new businesses and
industries and to streamline government
services and reduce spending.
Prior to becoming governor, Dr. Bentley served two terms in the Alabama
House of Representatives, representing
House District 63 in Tuscaloosa.
The Shelby County native graduated
from The University of Alabama School
of Medicine. After serving his country as
a U.S. Air Force captain, he completed
his dermatology residency at UAB. Dr.
Bentley moved to Tuscaloosa in 1974
and established his own dermatology
practice, growing it into one of the
largest dermatology practices in the
Southeast.

RETAIL-RELATED
INITIATIVES IN BENTLEY
ADMINISTRATION
In his first term as governor, Bentley
has signed into law several key pieces
of legislation with positive implications
for retailers, including:
* ONE SPOT, an electronic tax-filing
system that gives retailers the option
to file and remit sales, use and lease/rental taxes levied by city, county or state
governments through one online portal.
* An independent tax appeals entity that
removes the tax appeals process from the
collecting authority. (see story, Page 6).

* After-the-fact sales tax remittal for
the state’s smallest retailers (less than
$2,500 in state sales tax collections
monthly).
* The state’s second sales tax holiday.
The severe weather sales tax holiday is
the last full weekend of February.
* A ban on product liability lawsuits
against retailers who do not manufacture
the products they sell.
The governor has also been a pivotal
advocate for marketplace fairness in our
state. He has visited one-on-one with
members of our congressional delegation, written letters and spoken in support of leveling the playing field for all
retailers and closing the online sales tax
loophole once and for all.

MORE ON RETAIL DAY
The Alabama Retail Association, the
University of Alabama at Birmingham
Collat School of Business and Firestone
Complete Auto Care serve as hosts for
Retail Day.
Alabama’s Retail Day began in 1982
at the University of Alabama at the main
campus in Tuscaloosa. In 2006, Retail
Day moved to Birmingham under the
direction of the Retail Excellence Initiative within the University of Alabama
at Birmingham Collat School of Business. This will be the ninth year that
the Marketing, Industrial Distribution
and Economics Department in the UAB
Collat School of Business has presented
the program to make students aware of
the many and varied career opportunities
available in retail.
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ALABAMA RETAIL QUARTERLY is the official publication of
the Alabama Retail Association, 7265 Halcyon Summit Drive,
Montgomery, Alabama 36117-3502. Telephone (334) 263-5757;
FAX (334) 262-3991.
ALABAMA RETAIL QUARTERLY is published four times a year.
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TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 23, 2014
Register at alabamaretail.org/retaildayregistration

11:30 a.m.
12:30 p.m.
Where:
Cost: 		

Luncheon featuring Alabama Gov. Robert Bentley
Retailer of Year Awards
Vestavia Country Club, 400 Beaumont Drive, Birmingham
$50*

* No cost for Alabama Retail board and Alabama Retail Comp trustees as well as
Retailers of the Year and their nominators, who attend as Alabama Retail’s guests.
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Retail Day 2014 to honor 13 retailers

On Alabama Retail Day 2014, set for Sept. 23, 13 retail businesses
with locations in 48 Alabama cities will be honored as Retailers of the Year.
Come congratulate these retailers and their businesses.

Carole Griffin

Continental Bakery & Chez Lulu
Mountain Brook
Continental Bakery Downtown
Birmingham

Ricky Bromberg

Bromberg & Co. Inc.
Birmingham and
Mountain Brook

Ricky Brooks

Express Oil Change
and Tire Engineers
216 locations
in the Southeast,
Birmingham-based

David & Laura Darby
Darby’s
Village Pharmacy Inc.
Andalusia

Betsy McAtee & the Management Team
Dreamland Holding Company LLC
Birmingham, Huntsville, Mobile,
Northport and Tuscaloosa, Ala.,
as well as Norcross and Roswell, Ga.

Carla Hamilton

Four Corners Gallery
Birmingham

Jan Jacks

Dreamcakes Bakery
Birmingham

Tracy and
George Jones

Century
Automotive Group
Huntsville

Dave Quinn and Joe Blaszczak

Publix Super Markets – Vestavia Hills

Mike LeCroix

The Orchard
Apple Specialist
Gulf Shores
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Marco and
Elan Morosini

Silvertron Café
Birmingham

Dink and
Suzanne Taylor

Fleet Feet Sports
in Huntsville

Joe Richburg

J.R.’s Lawnmower Shop
Opp
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Alabama Retail joins fight against driver license fraud
Learn more under Driver License Awards in the Awards section of alabamaretail.org

From left, Alabama Retail President Rick Brown, 2014 Driver License Specialist of the Year Regina Hardy, 2014 Examiner of the
Year Janice “Becky” Townsend, Col. Hugh McCall, Maj. Terry Chapman, Alabama Retail Chairman George Wilder.

I

dentification fraud cost financial
institutions, businesses, government
and consumers $18 billion in 2013,
based on Javelin Strategy & Research’s
2014 Identity Fraud Survey Report. While
Alabama doesn’t have the worst level of
identity theft, in 2013, 74.4 identity theft
complaints were filed for every 100,000
Alabama residents. That statistic makes our
state’s identity theft rate the 14th highest in
the nation, according to the Federal Trade
Commission.
In a continuing partnership to limit at least
one aspect of identity fraud – driver license
fraud – the Alabama Department of Public
Safety and the Alabama Retail Association presented annual and quarterly awards
during a spring ceremony in Montgomery.
The partnership between Public Safety
and Alabama Retail saves thousands of
lost retail dollars by preventing individuals
from obtaining false identities, or stealing an individual’s identity and using that
identification to obtain checking and credit
accounts for unlawful purposes.
2013 WINNERS
Those within the department who excel
at recognizing fraudulent activity and go
the extra mile to fight deceptive criminals and prevent fraud receive the annual
driver license awards. In determining the
award recipients, a point system is used,
with points allocated for each arrest. The
more serious the offense, the more points
awarded.
In 2013, Driver License Specialist Regina
Hardy of Birmingham earned 565 points
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to claim the Specialist of the Year award
for a record sixth time. Examiner I Janice
“Becky” Townsend of Tuscaloosa earned
261 points to become a first-time winner of
the Examiner of the Year Award.
“We appreciate the service of the driver
license office,” said Alabama Retail President Rick Brown. “We would have absolute
chaos if you weren’t doing your job, which
enables commerce to happen.”
Alabama driver licenses are “among
the most secure documents in the United
States,” said Col. Hugh McCall, director of
the Alabama Department of Public Safety.
“A driver license is a gateway document,”
he added. “Alabama takes seriously the security of each and every driver license and
the integrity of the licensing system.”
THE RESULTS
Arrests initiated by the Driver License
Division have increased 190 percent since
the inception of the annual awards in 2000
and cover a wide range of charges, including failure to appear, felony fraud, forgery,
robbery, larceny, child neglect, rape, parole
violations, firearms violations and even
making terrorist threats. In 2013, the Driver
License Division was responsible for 548
felony and 2,248 misdemeanor arrests,
including four Immigration and Customs
Enforcement arrests (all felonies).
RUNNERS UP
The first runners up for the 2013 awards
are Driver License Specialist Sharon Perry
from the Mobile District, Mobile Driver
License Office, with 519 points; and Driver

License Examiner I Michelle Smith from
the Huntsville District, Scottsboro Driver
License Office, with 238 points.
QUARTERLY AWARDS
Alabama Retail also presented quarterly
awards during the April luncheon.
4th QUARTER
Driver License Specialist Denise Allison of
the Mobile District, Mobile Driver License
Office, who achieved 178 points
* Smith, 104 points.
3rd QUARTER
* Perry, 119 points
Townsend, 210 points.
2nd QUARTER
* Driver License
Examiner I Kasey
Brooks of the
Dothan District,
Dothan Driver
License Office
with 94 points.

Sharon Perry

* Hardy, 255 points.
1ST QUARTER
* Driver License
Examiner I Regina
Michelle Smith
McKelvey of the
Opelika District, Opelika Driver License
Office with 136 points.
* Hardy, 156 points.
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Be prepared for whatever Alabama’s weather brings
For the latest emergency preparedness information, go to alabamaretail.org/resources/emergency-preparedness/

S

o far in 2014, the governor has
declared a state of emergency in
Alabama four times.
Winter storms, including one that
literally stopped the state’s largest city
in its tracks, prompted state emergency
declarations on Jan. 23, Jan. 28 and Feb.
11, while tornadoes and flooding led
to an April 28 declaration. The April
event, which involved 18 tornadoes
and five deaths, led to federal disaster
declarations in May for nine Alabama
counties: Baldwin, Blount, DeKalb,
Etowah, Jefferson, Lee, Limestone,
Mobile and Tuscaloosa. Federal disaster
assistance registration related to the late
April tornadoes and flooding ended
July 15.
Alabama Retail member Lowe’s
donated a half million dollars to support
disaster relief and rebuilding efforts in
the communities affected by tornadoes,
including Alabama. Since partnering
with the American Red Cross in
1999, Lowe’s and its customers have
contributed more than $25 million for
disaster relief. Lowe’s has been an
Alabama Retail member since 1997.
Lowe’s is just one of the many Alabama
Retail member companies that give
generously when disaster strikes. During
the worst of the winter snow storms,
Home Depot kept 26 stores in Alabama
and Georgia open overnight to provide
shelter for motorists who couldn’t get
home. Moe’s Original Bar B Que in
Mobile treated 250 emergency personnel
to free food. Mantooth Interiors in
Homewood had 10 employees and
stranded friends sleeping in their shop.
Birmingham’s Graphics Wearhouse
owners camped out in their warehouse
and had a stranded Wisconsin couple
and their two dogs as guests for two
and a half days. Dr. Zenko Hrynkiw,
a neurosurgeon who also happens to be
an Alabama Retail Association member,
walked more than six miles to perform
emergency surgery for a traumatic brain
injury. Thanks for all who did their part
to keep Alabama going during this year’s
weather emergencies.
HURRICANE SEASON
September is National Preparedness
Month, which serves as a reminder
to us all to be prepared for weather
5

emergencies at all times. Hurricane
season is upon us now and will be
through Nov. 30 with the peak expected
in October. Last year, Alabama missed
the hurricane bullet. Only two named
hurricanes made landfall and none made
landfall in the United States.
Jim Stefkovich, meteorologist-in-charge
of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration National Weather Service
Forecast Office in Birmingham, says the
real danger from a hurricane isn’t tied to
the category of the storm, which is based
on wind speed. How big a hurricane is
and the reach of the storm surge is more
important in terms of damages to be
expected, he said.
The National Weather Service now
posts a potential storm surge flooding
map within one hour after a hurricane
advisory. The map could change every
six hours that the advisory is in place.
YOUR ASSOCIATION
KEEPS YOU INFORMED
When disasters strike, Alabama Retail
compiles the latest information for
its members. Alabama Retail posts

PHOTO BY HAL YEAGER

January snow stopped traffic for
more than a day on some interstates
and highways in Alabama.

information on the home and Emergency
Preparedness pages of its website, at
facebook.com/AlabamaRetail and
@AlabamaRetail on Twitter to keep
members informed. As Alabama Retail
receives notices from state officials, your
association also communicates with you
via e-mail to let you know the latest.
Please visit the Emergency Preparedness page at alabamaretail.org anytime
of the year for Alabama emergency
information.

You made retail vote count in the runoff
For more, go to alabamaretail.org/advocacy/elections/
Congratulations to the Alabama Retail PAC candidates who won their party’s
nominations in the July 15 runoffs:
* John Merrill, Secretary of State (R)
* Chip Beeker, Public Service Commission, Place No. 2 (R)
* Clyde Chambliss, Alabama Senate District 30 (R)
* Arnold Mooney, Alabama House District 43 (R)
* Ralph Howard, Alabama House District 72 (D)
Please make plans to support them in November. Thanks for making the retail
vote count

2014 ELECTION CALENDAR

All 140 legislative seats, seven congressional races plus a host of statewide positions will be on the
ballot in November. Make certain these dates are on your calendar and that you are communicating
with your employees and customers about the 2014 elections. For more, see Elections in the
Advocacy section of alabamaretail.org.
Oct. 24

Voter registration deadline
for General Election

Nov. 3

Completed absentee ballots due
for General Election 	

Oct. 30

Absentee ballots due
for General Election

Nov. 4

General Election

Polls open 7 a.m. - 7 p.m.
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Fall effective dates for laws enacted
Alabama Tax Tribunal opens for business Oct. 1; Comments due Sept. 10
By Bruce P. Ely and William T. Thistle II
Bradley Arant Boult Cummings LLP
Beginning Oct. 1, taxpayers will have
the ability to appeal most final assessments
issued by the Alabama Department of
Revenue or by local taxing jurisdictions or
their contract auditing firms to the Alabama
Tax Tribunal, an independent tax tribunal
created by the Alabama Legislature during
the 2014 regular session.
Although local taxing authorities can
opt out of the tribunal’s jurisdiction, the
majority of those authorities, including those
represented by Revenue Discovery Systems,
or RDS/Alatax, are expected to stay with the
tribunal.
The Alabama Tax Tribunal will hear
taxpayers’ appeals from final assessments
of most tax types (other than ad valorem
property taxes and municipal business
license and liquor taxes), challenges to the
Department’s proposed adjustments to a
taxpayer’s net operating loss carryovers,
denied refund claims and any preliminary

assessment entered by the Department or a
local jurisdiction that is not made final or
withdrawn within five years from the date of
entry.
The tribunal replaces the Revenue
Department’s Administrative Law Division
and transfers both the personnel and
equipment to the newly formed, independent
state agency under the executive branch.
All cases pending before the Administrative
Law Division on Oct. 1 will be transferred to
and handled by the Alabama Tax Tribunal.
Gov. Robert Bentley appointed the division’s
longstanding chief administrative law judge,
Bill Thompson, as the first Alabama Tax
Tribunal chief judge.
Judge Thompson drafted regulations
to govern appeals filed with the tribunal.
No public hearing will be held on those
proposed regulations, but the judge was
to accept written comments or questions
through Sept. 10. The proposed regulations
are thorough, fill in several gaps in the
act and address key provisions, including
filing appeals with the tribunal, the conduct

of hearings, protective orders, amici
participation and appeals from preliminary
and final orders issued by the Alabama Tax
Tribunal.
Under the new law, both taxpayers
and taxing authorities are granted broader
powers of discovery than under current
law. Discovery can only be used with
the prior approval of the tribunal. The
proposed regulations require parties to
make reasonable efforts to voluntarily
and informally exchange information and
evidence before requesting formal discovery.
According to the proposed regulations,
formal discovery is only allowed in the
discretion of the tribunal judge upon a
showing that good faith efforts to informally
obtain information by voluntary methods
have failed.
The final regulations are expected to be
in place by Oct. 1.
For more, see alabamaretail.org/news/
taxpayer-fairness-act-2014/

Tax Commission to consider legislation in 2015
to prepare Alabama for Marketplace Fairness

A

labama’s Streamlined Sales and Use Tax Commission
will meet in late October to consider draft legislation the
state could enact to prepare for federal enactment of the
Marketplace Fairness Act.
“We want to be in a better prepared position once federal legislation is enacted,” said the commission’s chairman, Mark Culver
of Dothan, who also serves as chairman of the Houston County
Commission.
The Streamlined Sales and Use Tax Commission asked the Alabama Department of Revenue to draw up draft legislation after
meeting July 9 to consider steps that could be taken to prepare
Alabama to collect sales tax revenue from remote sellers without
stores in Alabama.
The commission, which the Alabama Legislature created in
2011, submitted its initial report to the Legislature on Feb. 15,
2012, recommending a single administrator for state and local
sales and use taxes. That recommendation was the precursor for
the 2013 establishment of the Optional Network Election for
Single Point Online Transactions, or ONE SPOT, a single online
portal for filing sales, use and lease tax returns for all of the
related governments.
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Mark Culver

Alvin Lewis

In August 2012, the commission issued a report on changes
to state law needed to the Streamlined Sales and Use Tax Agreement. Now, the commission is developing legislation to bring the
state in compliance with the Marketplace Fairness Act, or similar
legislation, should Congress approve it.
Alvin Lewis, vice president of tax and payroll for Birminghambased Books-A-Million Inc., represents the Alabama Retail
Association and its members on the commission.
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by the Alabama Legislature in 2014
SEPTEMBER 1
* The use of ultraviolet tanning beds by anyone 14 and under
is banned unless prescribed by a doctor for a skin condition. 16and 17-year-olds need written permission from a parent to use
ultraviolet tanning beds. Fifteen-year-olds need written permission and a parent present. All ultraviolet tanning bed use requires
protective eyewear.

OCTOBER 1
* Taxpayers can appeal final assessments of sales, use, rental
and lodgings taxes issued by self-administered cities and counties
(and their private auditing firms) to the newly created independent
Alabama Tax Tribunal, unless the governing body of the city or
county opts out. (See story on opposite page.)
* Those applying for or renewing a business license will have
to include their business federal identification number or a Social
Security number.
* Small businesses that have filed an itemized personal
property tax return that included $10,000 or less in total property

acquisition costs in the previous
tax year can use a new short tax
form. By Sept. 30, 2016, the state
plans to develop a centralized
online business property tax filing
system. Alabama Retail Controller Mandi Freeman sits on the
advisory committee to develop
that system. Send your ideas for
how the system should work to:
mandi@alabamaretail.org

* Retailers must begin maintaining 90 days of computer or
machine-generated invoices
for tobacco products bought
for sale in their stores with the
tobacco tax stated separately.
For more on these laws, see
alabamaretail.org/news/2014-session-summary/

Attorney general interprets gun law to allow private
property owners to ban all firearms from their facilities
this point, the July 7 opinion is the most
authoritative interpretation of this aspect
of the Alabama gun law.
Under the opinion, it appears that private
property owners, including those who
operate businesses that are open to members of the public, may prohibit the carrying
of firearms on their property in all cases
– even where the person with the firearm
possesses a valid concealed carry permit.
Note that the opinion does not discuss any
provisions of the law relating to the possession of firearms by company employees
in employer owned parking lots. For now,
employers should not assume that the broad
language contained in this opinion extends
to include a right to prohibit employees
from having firearms stored out of sight in
their locked vehicle.

By Edward A. “Ted” Hosp
Maynard, Cooper & Gale PC
On July 7, Alabama Attorney General
Luther Strange issued an opinion interpreting Act 2013-283, Alabama’s broad
gun law, to the attorney for the Chambers
County Commission. The primary focus
of the opinion was whether counties could
mandate an across-the-board ban on firearms in buildings used for polling places
on Election Day – including those located
on private property such as churches. The
attorney general opined that the county
could not impose a ban on firearms in polling places that are on private property, as
those locations remain under the control
and rules of the property owner.
In so finding, however, the attorney general stated: “The owners of private property
may also choose to forbid firearms on their
property, even if the person with the firearm
has a permit . . . The owner of private
premises or another authorized person may
revoke the license of a person to enter or
remain on private property. Ala. Code sec.
13A-7-1(4) (2006). Therefore the owner of
private property who allows his or her
7

property to be used as a polling place may
personally, or by authorized representative,
prohibit firearms on the premises, even with
respect to persons who have a permit.”
Attorney general’s opinions do not carry
the full weight of law and can be disregarded by a court if the judge disagrees with the
attorney general’s conclusion. However, at

FIND OUT MORE

This article with a link to the attorney
general’s opinion is available under the
News section at alabamaretail.org
More on Alabama’s gun law can be found
at: alabamaretail.org/gunlaw/
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New members

WELCOME TO

2 D Lake LLC

Dothan

Fast Forward LLC

Montgomery Omkaneshwar LLC

360 Tan Co. LLC

Dothan

FisherWright Inc.

Florence P.F.Settle LLC

ACHAL Inc.

Decatur

G & A Management LLC

AKSHAR Subs Inc.
Alabama Surgical Consultants

Birmingham
Montgomery

Alexco LLC
Barfield Golf LLC

Valley Palmerdale Animal Clinic Inc.
Gardendale Pink Peppers LLC

Andalusia

Hazel Green Dental PC

Hazel Green Premier Catering of East Alabama

Anniston

Hoover Medicine Inc.

Meridianville

Hurt Enterprises LLC

Hoover Rieger Holdings LLC

Rainbow City

Demopolis Roma Steak & Pizzeria Inc.

Bay Animal Clinic Montrose LLC

Montrose

I Do Bridal & Formal Inc.

Beans & Cream Inc.

Northport

Ice Delight LLC

Pelham Savoie Catering LLC

Initial Outfitters Inc.

Auburn She’s All That Inc.

Berry

Mobile Sarthi Inc.

Birmingham
Owens Cross Roads

Pelham

Inverness Inn LLC

BMBR LLC

Irondale

J&M Pharmacy & Compounding Center Oneonta Skin Path Associates LLC
Jack Brown’s Birmingham LLC

Ramer

Jefferson Street Properties Inc.

Brantley Bank & Trust Co.
BRAVIS Building Solutions Inc.

Birmingham

Buck’s Diner LLC

Fairhope

Bush’s BBQ LLC

Greenville

JG Ship and Shore LLC

Birmingham

Storkland/Name Dropper LLC

Huntsville Sweet Basil Cafe Too LLC

Dauphin Island Sweet Home Food Bar LLC

JRM Inc.

Bay Minette TBC Heartstrings LLC

Justin Z Jeffus DMD LLC

Mobile Techflow Inc.

Fairhope

K&M Investments of Alabama LLC

Butler

Montgomery

Kama Hair Salon Investments Inc.

C K Collection Inc.
C. Weil Enterprises Inc.

Birmingham Shirdi Sai Baba LLC

Tuscaloosa

Cactus Grill LLC

Wetumpka

Jacksonville
Athens

Big Toys Inc.
Boss Hog Enterprises LLC

Pinson

GOPI LLC

Mobile

Berry Discount Apothecary Inc.

Enterprise
Muscle Shoals

TFHU Restaurants Inc.

Hartselle The Auburn Villager LLC

Sylacauga
Homewood
Montgomery
Florence
Tuscaloosa
Auburn
Trussville
Eufaula
Auburn

Kennedy-Mobley Inc.

Dothan The Joseph S. Bruno Charitable Foundation

Cali Dreaming Inc.

Anniston

King Super Buffet of Mobile LLC

Mobile

Carson-Kimberlin Supply Co. Inc.

Florence

Klorin LLC

Mobile The Office Break Room & Bar LLC Huntsville

Mountain Brook

Central Alabama OB-GYN Associates

Larkin and Scott Mortuary LLC

Demopolis

Montgomery

Level-Up Yogurt LLC

Homewood The Wing Shack of Decatur LLC

Central Family Clinic Inc.
Chan Lee’s of Birmingham Inc.
Circle Inn LLC
Coastal Outfitters LLC
CTOM LLC
Curry Thrift Center Inc.
CW Sports LLC
D.S. & R.S. BBQ LLC

Florence
Birmingham

Little Bit Inc.

Florence Therapy South - Riverchase

Enterprise

Lumina LLC

Spanish Fort

Lynn Staggs

Trussville

DMTT LLC

Birmingham Tuscaloosa Tennis & Fitness LLC Tuscaloosa
Florence Tusk Industrial Supply LLC

Jasper

McCown Design LLC

Mobile Uniforms 2U2 LLC

Auburn

McDowl’s LLC

Dothan Urth Group Inc.

Tuscaloosa

Arab
Atmore
Millbrook
Bay Minette
Wedowee

McLain Medical Associates, P.C. Birmingham
Monali Inc.
Montevallo Animal Clinic Inc.
Montgomery Trading Co. LLC
Moon Shot LLC

Valley Subs Inc.

Enterprise Vape-It Inc.
Montevallo Vapeology LLC
Montgomery W. W. Huntsville LLC.
Dothan Warner Lodge LLC

Murlidhar Inc.

Gadsden Weaver Family Investments Inc.

Navin Desai

Huntsville William Hugh Gulledge

Nephrology Associates of Mobile, P.A. Mobile

Wilmer Crews

DubDel LLC

Montgomery

NHM Investments of Alabama LLC Livingston YM Shoals LLC

Equity Resources LLC

Birmingham

North Alabama Food Group Inc.

Family Sports Diners Inc.

Tuscaloosa

Mobile Ultracare Medical Services LLC Montgomery

Mobile

Denton Dental PC

Birmingham

Manage-It Inc.

Dawes Family Pharmacy LLC

Denton Dental of Millbrook PC

Decatur

Roanoke The Wing Shack of Muscle Shoals LLC

Opelika

Denton Dental of Atmore PC

Hoover

Lineville Clinic Pharmacy LLC

Dan R. Hart Refrigeration Inc.
Denton Dental of Arab PC

The Purple Onion-Hoover LLC

Enterprise
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Huntsville
Hoover
Huntsville
Mobile
Hoover
Huntsville
Tuscaloosa
Bessemer
Dothan
Geneva
Florence

Russellville

Off Campus College Book Store Inc. Huntsville
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MEMBER NEWS
AWARDS/HONORS

Grogan Jewelers
is ‘America’s Coolest’
INSTORE Magazine named Florence’s
Grogan Jewelers as “America’s Coolest Jewelry
Store” based
on the store’s
interior and
exterior
appearance,
store biography, advertising, website
and overall
individualThe August issue of
ity. The store’s
INSTORE featured Jay current Cox
Klos, left, of Florence’s Creek Parkway
Grogan Jewelers.
location opened
in 2012, moving from its downtown
Florence location where it had operated
for 94 years. In 2012, Jay Klos, president
and owner of Grogan Jewelers, earned
the Gold Alabama Retailer of the Year
Award in the Annual Sales $1 Million to
$5 Million category. Grogan Jewelers,
which has a second store at the Bridge
Street Town Centre in Huntsville, has
been an Alabama Retail member
since 2007.
WEBSITE: groganjewelers.com

O’Henry’s Coffee is best
in Bama; opens 5th location
Business Insider website recently named
Birmingham’s O’Henry’s Coffees Inc.
as the best coffee shop in Alabama.
The list was put together from a web
search of mentions and online reviews
of coffee shops. O’Henry’s, owned by
Randy and Mary Adamy opened its fifth
Birmingham area location late last year
in the Highland Park neighborhood.
Randy Adamy was the 2004 Gold Alabama Retailer of the Year in the Annual
Sales Less Than $2 Million Category.
O’Henry’s Coffees has been an Alabama
Retail member since 1999.
WEBSITE: ohenryscoffees.com
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Urban Cookhouse is a national
Blue Ribbon small business

In June, the U.S.
Chamber of Commerce recognized
Urban Cookhouse,
a Birmingham
three restaurant and
catering service
Andrea and David chain, as a 2014
Snyder
DREAM BIG
Blue Ribbon Small Business of the Year
Award winner. The 100 companies
chosen nationwide distinguished
themselves through their professional
accomplishments, community leadership, philanthropy, customer service and
employee relations, according to the
U.S. Chamber.
In 2012, Alabama Retail and the
University of Alabama at Birmingham
Collat School of Business named Urban
Cookhouse co-owners David and
Andrea Snyder as the inaugural winners
of the Alabama Emerging Retailer of
Year award. Urban Cookhouse has been
an Alabama Retail member since 2011.
WEBSITE: urbancookhouse.com

Ware voted Best of Bama
The readers of ALABAMA Magazine
voted Ware Jewelers Inc. as Best
Jeweler in the magazine’s “Best of
Bama 2014 Awards.” Ware, which has
been an Alabama Retail member since
1994, has stores in Auburn, Opelika,
Montgomery and Spanish Fort.
WEBSITE: warejewelers.com

MILESTONES

Beasley has been selling
Hondas for 50 years
Beasley Honda Yamaha Kawasaki
Suzuki in Ozark celebrated its 50th
year as a Honda Powersports dealer on
Aug. 23. Rep. Steve Clouse, R-Ozark,
presented the dealership with a state
resolution marking the milestone. Jerry
G. Beasley, who served as the Alabama
Retail Association’s chairman from

2005 through 2006, opened Beasley
Equipment Co. in 1957, selling lawn,
garden and forestry equipment. In 1962,
the company began servicing boats and
motors. It obtained a Honda motorcycle
franchise in 1964 and added Yamaha
and Kawasaki franchises in 1995. Jerry
Beasley, who was named the 2007
Silver Retailer of the Year in the Annual
Sales More Than $5 Million
category, continues to run the business
with his sons, John and Bob. Beasley
Honda has been an Alabama Retail
member since 1992.
WEBSITE: beasleysinc.com

Campbell Hardware is 68;
Wingo marks 40 years at helm
In February, family owned and operated Campbell Hardware & Sporting
Goods celebrated 68 years in business
and owner Nelson
Wingo’s 40th
anniversary as president. The downtown
Robertsdale store
opened in 1946. An
Auburn graduate,
Wingo took over
the family business
in 1974 when his
father retired.
During his tenure, Nelson Wingo
proudly displays
Wingo has expanded the cake marking
the original hardCampbell
ware store into a
Hardware’s 68th
full-line sporting
year and Wingo’s
goods shop includ- 40th anniversary
ing firearms, ammu- as president.
nition, hunting gear and apparel, fishing
gear and archery equipment.
He was featured on the December 2013
cover of Hardware Retailing magazine,
a national publication distributed to
more than 35,000 independent retailers
in the United States and Canada.
Campbell Hardware has been an
Alabama Retail member since 1995.
WEBSITE: campbellsportinggoods.com
continued on Page 10
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MEMBER NEWS
continued from Page 9

MILESTONES

Pizzeria marks 15 years
Tortugas Homemade Pizza, a Chicago-style pizzeria in Hoover, celebrated
its 15th year in business in August. Its
deep-dish stuffed pizza is listed in the
100 Dishes to Eat in Alabama Before
You Die. Tortugas has been an Alabama
Retail member since 2002.
WEBSITE: tortugaspizza.com

NEW VENTURES/
STORE OPENINGS

‘Chick’ hatches foundation
Chicken Salad Chick, an Auburnbased fast-casual restaurant, recently
launched the Chicken Salad Chick
Foundation, which is dedicated to cancer research and ending hunger. Coupon
books sold in September will go to food
banks and pantries in the restaurants’
communities, while an October golf
tournament in Montgomery will benefit
area cancer centers and the American
Cancer Society. Chick Salad Chick
has been an Alabama Retail member
since 2013.
WEBSITE: chickensaladchick.com

Rug store launches new website
Eighteenth Street Orientals in
Homewood late last year launched a
new website, 18thstreetorientals.com, to
better serve its customers. The familyowned business opened its doors in
1986 and has been committed to providing beautiful handmade rugs ever since.
Eighteenth Street Orientals has been an
Alabama Retail member since 2002.
WEBSITE: 18thstreetorientals.com

Western Revamps Rocky Ridge
Western Supermarkets recently
remodeled its Rocky Ridge location in
Vestavia Hills, adding a frozen yogurt
shop, a fudge counter, a fruit and salad
bar and cheese shop while expanding
its beef, wine, seafood and deli departments. The 66-year-old Birmingham
grocery store chain operates seven
Alabama Retail Quarterly - Third E d i ti o n 2014

stores. Its Mountain Brook store was
named as the 2013 Silver Alabama Retailer of the Year in the Annual Sales $5
Million to $20 Million category. Western Supermarkets has been an Alabama
Retail Association member since 1989.
WEBSITE: westernsupermarkets.com

PERSONNEL/
ORGANIZATIONAL CHANGES

Belk promotes Clevenger
Jan Clevenger has been named executive vice president and general merchandising manager
of men’s, home
and kids for Belk
Inc., where she had
served as chair of
the Birminghambased Western Division since 2008.
Belk, an Alabama
Retail member
since 2007, has 301
Jan Clevenger
stores in 16 southern states, including Alabama where it
operates 22 stores and employs about
2,000.
Clevenger joined the Alabama Retail
Association board of directors this year.
Alabama Retail and the University of
Alabama at Birmingham Collat School
of Business recognized Clevenger and
Belk as the 2013 Gold Alabama Retailer
of the Year in the Annual Sales More
Than $20 Million category. She joined
the company in 2000 as a ladies accessories divisional merchandise manager.
Prior to joining Belk, Clevenger served
16 years in merchandising and store
management positions with Macy’s
in Atlanta, Ga.
WEBSITE: belk.com

Athens gift shop
under new ownership
Pimentos, a gift shop on the square
in downtown Athens, has a new owner.
Teresa Brodie bought the store from
former owner Shannon Bryant in July.

Pimentos has been an Alabama Retail
member since 1998.
WEBSITE: pimentosonline.net

RETIREMENTS/CLOSINGS

Retirements lead
to three store closings
Owners of several long-time Alabama
Retail members decided to retire this
year and close their businesses. Alabama Retail wishes these members rest
and rejuvenation in their retirement
years and congratulates them on retail
careers well lived:
* Dennis and Dianne Wammack,
owners of Cameras
Brookwood Inc.
in Vestavia Hills,
retired Jan. 18,
closing the full-line
camera shop and
processing lab they
founded in 1977.
Dianne Wammack
is the immediate
Dianne
past president of
Wammack
the Alabama Retail
Association and a 1967 business graduate of Auburn University. Cameras
Brookwood had been an Alabama Retail
member since 1995.
* David and Linda Wheeler, owners
of David’s Arts & Frames in Vestavia
Hills, retired June 13, closing the framing and art business they had operated
for 32 years. David’s Arts & Frames had
been an Alabama Retail member since
1997.
* Robert Moore, owner of Robert
Moore and Co. Inc.’s Christmas Town
& Village in Mobile, will retire at the
end of this year and plans to close his
35,000-square-foot holiday and gift
shop after 38 years in business. Robert
Moore and Co. has been an Alabama
Retail member since 1996.
TELL US YOUR NEWS
To submit your news to Alabama Retail
Quarterly, e-mail ndennis@alabamaretail.org
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The Alabama Retail Shipping Program
is Your Shipping Connection to
world-class customer service and savings!

This free member benet substantially reduces your
overall shipping costs by saving you money on all
your shipments. Enrollment is free and there are no
obligations and no minimum shipping requirements.
Contact PartnerShip® to learn more about how our
Inbound Shipping Management tools will save you
on the shipments you receive from your suppliers.

Enroll today to receive discounts on all of the shipments you send and receive.

SMALL PACKAGE

Save
up to

800-599-2902

FREIGHT

27%

*

PartnerShip.com/96ARA

Save
at least

70%

800-439-8913

500 East Lorain Street • Oberlin, OH 44074-1294 • sales@PartnerShip.
*Includes a bonus 5% online processing discount. Full details available at www.PartnerShip.com/96ara/FedExdiscounts.
For eligible FedEx® services and rates, contact your association or PartnerShip. All FedEx shipments are subject to the applicable
FedEx Service Guide at fedex.com. FedEx service marks used by permission.
PartnerShip LLC, an independent transportation broker, produced this ad.
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Alabama Retail Comp turns 30
To learn more about your workers’ compensation coverage, visit alabamaretail.org/comp/

F

or 30 years, Alabama Retail Comp
has provided a stable, cost-effective
workers’ compensation program
for the members of the Alabama Retail
Association.
In 1984, the association formed the
Alabama Retail Association Workers’
Compensation Self-Insurance Fund, which
is now known as Alabama Retail Comp.
Today, in its 30th year of operation, ARC
provides workers’ compensation coverage
for almost 4,000 member businesses. ARC
is by far the greatest benefit of Alabama
Retail Association membership.

WHAT YOU GET
Besides coverage, ARC provides up-front
discounts, monthly or quarterly interestfree contribution payments and expert
claims handling. What’s more, participants
may get money back each year, since any
unused contributions as well as investment
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NEW FEATURES
income are passed on to participants
in the form of a retrospective return. Since
its inception in 1984, ARC has returned
almost $57 million – 21 percent of all
premiums collected – to its participants.
The return this year alone was
$6.5 million.

SAFE WORKPLACES MEANS $
ARC lauds its member companies for
maintaining safe workplaces. From 2002
through 2012, 70 percent of Alabama
Retail Comp participants were loss free.
That is great news for those members as
the amount of credit received each year is
tied directly to the loss ratio. The lower the
losses are as a percentage of contribution,
the higher the retrospective credit at
renewal.

In the past year, ARC has added several
new features, which are all available
on the alabamaretail.org website:
* A quick claim form: alabamaretail.org/
start-report-injury-illness/

* An easy way to find a workers’
compensation medical provider in your area:
alabamaretail.org/comp/find-a-doctor/

* And a workplace safety training library:
alabamaretail.org/resources/workplacesafety/

The Fund is a nonprofit trust regulated
by the Alabama Department of Labor.
The program provides state-mandated
benefits to employees who are injured
on the job. The ARC board of trustees
participates in the Fund as well as governs
the Fund. To find the Fund’s leaders, go to
alabamaretail.org/comp/leadership/
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