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May 22, 2013

Big and Small Issues Resolved at Session's End

Key Session Accomplishments 

Include Budgets and Medicaid Reform

The Alabama Legislature's 2013 regular session ended with big
issues such as the state's budgets and Medicaid reform settled. All-
encompassing firearms legislation, an end to the corporate campaign
donations cap and a proposal to remove the state from federal health-
care oversight all received final day approval.

Still, it was local issues that dominated the
day Monday, the final chance for legislation
in the 2013 session.

Just as significant on the Alabama
Legislature's last day was what didn't
happen. Among the items left on the table
were landmark legislation to centralize
Alabama's tax appeal process and make
that process independent of the taxing
authorities, dozens of pending
confirmations and tax relief for dormant
businesses.

Early session assessments from
lawmakers ran the gamut from best to
worst, with key leaders in the Republic majority claiming the
superlative and Democratic minority leaders taking the exact opposite
view.

Check your e-mail inbox late next week for a comprehensive summary
of the 2013 legislative session from your Alabama Retail Association.
This issue of Capital Retail Report summarizes what has happened
since the 29th legislative day and what occurred on the 30th, or final
legislative day. The governor has 10 days after adjournment to sign
into law or pocket veto legislation approved on the final day.

FINAL DAY ACTION

Far-Ranging Firearms Legislation with Governor

On a vote of 73-28, the Alabama House on Monday concurred with the
conference committee version of SB286 by Sen. Scott Beason, R-
Gardendale, giving final approval to far-reaching firearms legislation
that spells out how Alabamians can carry their guns. Early Monday
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afternoon, the governor received the conference committee version,
which left key provisions affecting business intact. If the governor
signs it into law, this legislation would take effect Aug. 1.

The bill prohibits businesses from restricting the possession and
carrying of firearms onto the business's property in certain instances.
Businesses with certain security measures and barriers can prohibit
even those with permits to carry concealed weapons from bringing
their weapons inside the building, while other businesses won't be
able to prevent a concealed permit holder from bringing a concealed
gun inside their business, under the passed legislation.

>> Read a Business Guide 
to the Proposed Firearm Legislation

If signed into law, the legislation will further affect employers.
Specifically, under the bill, employers:

can forbid employees to carry firearms while working, either on
or off the employer's property.
are banned from having policies that keep lawful gun owners
from storing firearms in their parked vehicles on workplace
property as long as the firearm stays locked out of sight in their
vehicle in the parking lot. The bill specifically forbids employers
from having policies against employees with a proper hunting
license from having unloaded shotguns in their vehicles during
hunting season as long as those gun owners haven't been
convicted of a violent crime, committed to a psychiatric hospital
or been involved in a documented workplace violence incident.
can ask an employee if he/she has a firearm in his or her
vehicle if the employer believes the employee is at risk of
harming himself/herself or others.
do not have a duty to patrol, inspect, or secure any employee
parking facility or any privately owned motor vehicle in the
employer's parking facility.
and/or property owners can use force to defend
himself/herself, an employee or others when the business is
closed and the intruder is committing a crime involving
physical force.

The legislation provides some protections for employers, including
immunity from civil liability. Specifically, an employer, the owner and/or
landlord "shall be absolutely immune from any claim, cause of action
or lawsuit that may be brought by any person seeking any form of
damages that are alleged to arise, directly or indirectly, as a result of
any firearm brought onto the property of the employer, owner or lawful
possessor by an employee, including a firearm that is transported in
an employee's privately owned motor vehicle."

Also under the bill, the presence of a firearm or ammunition on an
employer's property would not, by itself, constitute the failure by the
employer to provide a safe workplace.

>> Read a Section-by-Section Summary of SB 286

Approved Campaign Finance Reform
Eliminates Corporate Contribution Cap

On the final night of the 2013 session, the Alabama Legislature
passed campaign finance reform that eliminates the cap on corporate
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contributions. Both chambers approved a conference committee
version of SB445 by Sen. Bryan Taylor, R-Prattville, the result of six
months of work to clarify the state's campaign finance law. The Senate
vote was 27-4, while the House passed it 90-3-2.

The bill removes the $500 contribution limit for corporations and treats
corporations the same as other business entities and individuals in
regards to campaign finances. Under Alabama law, individuals have
no limit on what they can give a candidate or political action
committee.

Bill Penalizes Late or Inadequate 
Responses to Unemployment Inquiries

Under SB201 by Sen. Paul Bussman, R-Cullman, which the Alabama
House approved 91-0-3 Monday, an employer's failure to respond
promptly or adequately to the state when questioned about an
unemployment claim could result in any consequent overpayment of
claims being charged against the employers' account. Employers who
have failed to respond in a timely fashion or adequately two or more
times could see a decline in their unemployment compensation
account, if Gov. Robert Bentley signs this bill into law. The effective
date would be Aug. 1.

Ban on E-Cigarettes for Minors on Governor's Desk

If the governor makes it law, as of Aug. 1, minors will no longer be able
to buy, use, possess or transport electronic cigarettes. E-cigarettes
are battery-powered gadgets designed to look like real cigarettes, but
instead of inhaling tobacco the user breathes in a mist of nicotine that
is absorbed in the lungs. The faux cigarettes are intended to help
smokers wean themselves off of cigarettes. The intent of HB286 by
Rep. Mike Jones, R-Andalusia, is to keep electronic cigarettes out of
the hands of those younger than 19, just like tobacco products. Jones'
bill also requires that parents or guardians be notified if a minor
violates the proposed law.

Senate Sends Health Care Compact to Governor

The Alabama Senate voted 25-5 Monday for our state to become the
fifth to join the Health Care Compact, which has the potential to
remove the compact states from federal health-care oversight. HB109
by Rep. Mike Ball, R-Madison, creates the Interstate Advisory Health
Care Commission that, with the approval of Congress, would be
allowed to spend federal money on health care without having to abide
by federal regulations. The bill was part of the House Republicans'
"We Dare Defend Our Rights" agenda for the 2013 legislative session.
If the governor signs it into law, the compact still must receive approval
from Congress to become reality.

Sales Tax Hike for Unincorporated 
Lee County on Governor's Desk

On a vote of 21-8, the Alabama Senate on Monday gave final approval
to HB435 by Rep. Pebblin Warren, D-Tuskegee, which would allow the
Lee County Commission to set a referendum on a one-cent sales tax
increase for only those portions of the county outside the city limits of
Auburn, Opelika and Phenix City. Half of the proceeds of the tax would
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go to parks and recreation; the other half would go to deputy sheriffs to
improve school safety at county schools. The legislation awaits a
decision by the governor.

ALREADY LAW

Governor Signs Medicaid Reform into Law

By the 2017 budget year, community-based managed care groups
known as regional care organizations will deliver and carry all the risks
for Medicaid services in Alabama, under Act No. 2013-261, which the
governor signed Friday, May 17. The goal is to save the state between
$49 million and $71 million annually while improving patient
outcomes.

The new law recommended by the governor's Alabama Medicaid
Advisory Commission and sponsored by the Legislature's two Health
Committee chairmen – Sen. Greg Reed, R-Jasper, and Rep. Jim
McClendon, R-Springville – shifts the risks associated with Medicaid
services from the state agency to the yet-to-be formed regional care
organizations.

By Oct. 1 of this year, actuaries for the Alabama Medicaid Agency will
divide the state into an unspecified number of regions. Each region
will have enough Medicaid recipients to support at least two risk-
bearing regional care organizations, or RCOs. The RCOs will deliver
health care to about half of the state's 940,000 Medicaid recipients
under a per-person, or capitated, model, rather than the current fee-
for-service model. The regions must move to a capitation model by
Oct. 1, 2016, the beginning of the 2017 budget year. The eventual goal
is to have the care of all Alabama Medicaid recipients under the
regional organization umbrella. Initially, recipients in nursing homes
and dentists who deliver Medicaid services will not be part of the new
system.

The Alabama Retail Association will continue to monitor this new
system as it is put into place and keep you informed.

Merchants Can Now Use Certified Weights Inspectors

Merchants can now use certified inspectors to
ensure equipment used to weigh and/or measure
is working properly under Act. No. 2013-212. On
May 10, the governor signed HB357 by Rep. Paul
Lee, R-Dothan, into law. It allows registered
service agents to submit inspection reports from
weights and measures devices at such
businesses as grocery stores, drug stores, filling
stations, pawnshops, farms and coal operations to
a central database accessible to the Alabama
Department of Agriculture and Industries.

Any individual or company that services, repairs, or reconditions
weighing or measuring devices and registers with the Agriculture and
Industries Commissioner can be a service agent. The department will
develop rules for inspections and provide decals that the registered
service agents will be required to place conspicuously on devices that
pass their inspections. Sen. Billy Beasley, D-Clayton, authored the
Senate companion, SB261.
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Career Centers Permanently Funded

As of Aug. 1, the state's career centers will have perpetual funding.
Act. No. 2013-208, which the governor signed May 10, permanently
extends the employer assessment of .06 percent of wages subject to
contributions under the state Unemployment Compensation program.
The special assessments will be deposited into the Employment
Security Enhancement Fund, which funds the state's career centers.
Previously, the assessment was subject to renewal every couple of
years. The governor signed HB90 by Rep. Jack Williams, R-
Birmingham, on May 10 to create this law.

Drug Database Reform, 
Pharmacist Protection Now Law

On Aug. 1, the administration of the Controlled Substances
Prescription Database will change. Act. No. 2013-256, which the
governor signed May 8 and the secretary of state posted Monday,
changes the makeup of the Controlled Substances Prescription
Database Advisory Committee, allows for committee teleconferencing
and video conferencing and tweaks who has access to the database.
The new law also adds the method of payment and the third-party
payer identification to the information included in the database.

At the request of the Alabama Retail Association, this new law protects
pharmacists from liability by retaining current law, which states
pharmacists are not obligated to check the database every time they
fill a prescription for controlled substances. No state mandates that
pharmacists consult the database before dispensing drugs.

HB150 by Rep. Jim McClendon, R-Springville, and SB115 by Sen.
Cam Ward, R-Alabaster, were part of a three-bill package to further
regulate the sale and use of controlled substances as prescription
drugs.

ALCOHOL

Off-Premise Sunday Sales Bill Now Law

The Dothan City Council can go forward with an August citywide
referendum to determine if the city should allow off-premise Sunday
alcohol sales in Dothan. Dothan already has on-premise Sunday
sales. The governor signed Act. No. 2013-238 on May 14. If voters
approve the referendum, alcohol could be sold for off-premise
consumption on Sundays between 1 p.m. and midnight. The
legislation that resulted in the possibility of Sunday sales expansion in
Dothan was SB425 by Sen. Harri Anne Smith, I-Slocomb, which the
governor signed, and HB593 by Rep. Dexter Grimsley, D-Newville.

Sunday Sales, Draft Beer, Wine 
and Entertainment Bills Get Last Day OK

The final legislative day was fruitful for several alcohol-related bills
being tracked by the Alabama Retail Association. Approved Monday
and awaiting a decision from the governor are:

Prattville Draft Beer: The House gave final approval to HB239
by Rep. Paul Beckman, R-Prattville, which allows the Prattville
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City Council to authorize the sale of draft beer through on-
premise retail licenses issued by the Alabama Beverage
Control Board.
Weaver Sunday Sales: The House voted 55-11-30 for SB311
by Sen. Del Marsh, R-Anniston, which allows the Weaver City
Council to decide if it wants to permit seven-day alcohol sales
within the Weaver city limits. The bill was delivered to the
governor at a minute before midnight on the final legislative
day.
Expanded Entertainment Districts: The Alabama Senate on a
vote of 17-5-2 approved an amended version of HB269 by Rep.
Phil Williams, R-Huntsville, which would allow 14 specific
cities and any city within 15 miles of the Gulf of Mexico to
designate up to five entertainment districts where patrons can
walk from establishment to establishment with open
containers. The House concurred with the Senate changes on
a vote of 89-11, sending the bill to the governor. Sen. Paul
Sanford, R-Huntsville, successfully amended the bill to allow
Madison, New Hope, Gurley, Owens Cross Roads, Triana or
Pike Road to have up to two entertainment districts in those
cities (Class 8 cities within counties with Class 3
municipalities). The effective date would be Aug. 1. Only the city
of Birmingham can have up to five entertainment districts under
current state law; 13 other cities can have up to two such
districts.
Jefferson County Wine Supplier/Wholesaler Relationship: On
a vote of 15-2-9, the Alabama Senate approved the Jefferson
County Wine Franchise Jobs Protection Act, or HB671 by Rep.
Rod Scott, D-Fairfield. The legislation outlines the parameters
for the wine supplier/wholesaler relationship in Jefferson
County. It specifically requires suppliers to designate in writing
exclusive sales territories for wine wholesalers in the county. It
also forbids wholesalers from delivering wine to a retail
business outside the designated sales territory. If the governor
signs it into law, Jefferson County suppliers would be
forbidden to offer the same brand or brands of wine in the
same territory to more than one wholesaler or to sell directly to
any retailer in the state. It also forbids suppliers from requiring
a wholesaler to purchase one or more brands of wine or other
products in order for the wholesaler to purchase another brand
of wine. The House companion was SB472 by Sen. Linda
Coleman, D-Birmingham.

Wetumpka and Community Development Bills Die

Time ran out for two other alcohol-related measures on the final day:

Wetumpka Draft Beer and Sunday Sales: Last-minute
additions by Sen. Bryan Taylor, R-Prattville, derailed two bills by
Rep. Barry Mask, R-Wetumpka, which would have expanded
alcohol sales in Wetumpka. HB474 would have authorized the
Wetumpka City Council to ask voters at the next city or
referendum election if they favor draft beer sales. HB475 would
have given the council 30 days to schedule a referendum to let
voters decide if alcohol sales would be permitted between
noon and 10 p.m. on Sundays at restaurants, hotels and
nightclubs within the city. Taylor wanted to exclude gambling
establishments and strip clubs from the draft beer bill and
nightclubs and "any Indian lands claimed to be immune or
exempt from state and local taxation," from the Sunday sales
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bill. One of three casinos operated by the Poarch Band of
Creek Indians is located in Wetumpka. The draft beer bill made
it to conference committee and the Sunday sales bill was
carried over at the call of the chair, which means both died.
Wet Incorporated Community Development Districts: SB390
by Sen. Marc Keahey, D-Grove Hill, was first on a second
special order calendar in the House on Monday, but the House
didn't finish its first calendar. The bill would have allowed the
state's community development districts such as qualifying golf
and marina developments to remain wet. Alcohol sales would
have been allowed if the district already had the authority to sell
alcohol and then became a municipality, even if the newly
incorporated city didn't have the 1,000 residents required by
state law to be a wet municipality. The House never debated
the companion legislation, HB549 by Rep. Jim Barton, R-
Mobile.

FINAL DAY INACTION

Independent Tax Court Dies on Legislature's Final Day

The Alabama Senate never considered legislation supported by the
bulk of Alabama's business community to centralize Alabama's tax
appeal process and make that process independent of the taxing
authorities.

Last year, the Legislature gave its final OK to the Alabama Taxpayers'
Bill of Rights II, only to have the governor pocket veto the bill. Even
though the governor's concerns were addressed in this year's revised
legislation and it had the support of 26 members of the Business
Associations' Tax Coalition (BATC), a business trade association
coalition chaired by Alabama Retail President Rick Brown, the Senate
never debated the bill. The agreed-on revision of HB264 by Rep. Paul
DeMarco, R-Homewood, was part of ARA's 2013 Legislative Agenda.
Sen. Bryan Taylor, R-Prattville, authored the Senate companion,
SB223.

This landmark legislation would have shifted the appropriation,
personnel, equipment and tax appeal functions of the Administrative
Law Division of the Revenue Department to the created Alabama Tax
Appeals Commission, aligning Alabama with the vast majority of
states that have an independent tax appeals process for businesses
and individuals. Businesses that cross multiple jurisdictions would
have been able to use one process for appealing tax assessments
rather than having to use a different process for every city and county
involved.

>> Read BATC summary of TBOR II

Other Alabama Retail Tracked Bills Die on Final Day

Other bills that the Alabama Retail Association monitored throughout
the 2013 regular session that died on the final day because of inaction
are:

Jobless Benefit Increase: The Alabama Senate never
considered HB539 by Rep. Pebblin Warren, D-Tuskegee,
which would have increased the maximum weekly jobless
benefit in Alabama by $20 by 2014. The maximum weekly
jobless benefit in Alabama is $265. Warren's bill would have
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increased that amount to $275 this year and to $285 beginning
July 5, 2014. The Alabama Department of Labor estimated the
increase would have meant a $3.60 per employee increase in
unemployment taxes paid by certain employers.
Right-to-Work Constitutional Amendment: It was on its
calendar Monday, but the House didn't get to SB41 by Sen.
Gerald Dial, R-Lineville, which would have allowed voters to
decide in the next statewide general election if Alabama's "right
to work" policy should be part of the Alabama Constitution.
Business Privilege Tax Relief for Dormant Entities: The
Senate also did not consider HB276 by Rep. Jamie Ison, R-
Mobile, which would have forgiven business privilege tax
obligations for any dormant business, even if the business
failed to dissolve or to withdraw its qualification to do business
with Alabama's Secretary of State. Similar legislation died due
to inaction by the Senate on the final legislative day in 2012.
Sen. Slade Blackwell, R-Birmingham, authored the Senate
companion, SB230.
Medicaid Fraud: The Senate didn't consider HB110 by Rep.
Jim McClendon, R-Springville, which would have further
defined what qualifies as Medicaid fraud and would have
increased the statute of limitations for Medicaid fraud from
three to five years. The legislation was aimed at individuals
who defraud Medicaid by submitting false claims, as well as
doctors and corporations that commit Medicaid fraud. Medicaid
providers guilty of fraud, regardless of the amount, would have
been banned from Medicaid programs for at least three years,
under this proposal. The bill was part of the "We Dare Defend
Our Rights" Agenda being advanced by the House Republican
Caucus.
Limiting Use of EBT Benefits: It was on the calendar, but the
House never got to SB7 by Sen. Arthur Orr, R-Decatur, which
would have penalized welfare recipients who use public
benefits to buy alcoholic beverages, tobacco products or lottery
tickets. The Senate had stripped stiff retailer penalties that had
been in the original bill. The legislation would have punished
those receiving public benefits if they used their cash benefits
in a bar, casino, tattoo facility, for psychic services or adult
entertainment. The federal government recently added
prohibitions to the use of Electronic Benefit Transfer benefits
for public and private liquor stores, casinos and strip clubs and
gave states until 2014 to adopt similar rules. The cash welfare
benefit program is small compared with the Supplemental
Nutrition Assistance Program, or SNAP (formerly known as
food stamps), which already prohibits purchases of non-food
items. Both SNAP and Temporary Assistance for Needy
Families benefits are loaded on a single EBT card, which
works much like a debit card. Because of the federal mandate,
this legislation will resurface.
LLC Reform: Although it was on the House calendar, the lower
chamber never got to the Alabama Limited Liability Company
Law of 2014, or SB342 by Sen. Rodger M. Smitherman, D-
Birmingham, which would have replaced the current limited
liability company law on Jan. 1, 2014. The bill focused on the
contractual nature of LLCs and had few mandatory features.
The bill, however, did say the implied contractual covenant of
good faith and fair dealing could not be modified. The bill also
acknowledged that LLCs could be used for purposes other
than operation of a business. Rep. Paul DeMarco, R-
Homewood, authored the House companion, HB531.
Doubling of Workers' Comp Burial Expenses: The Senate did
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not consider HB461 by Rep. Rod Scott, D-Fairfield, which
would have increased the possible burial expenses a workers'
compensation claim can pay by $3,500. If a covered employee
dies as a result of an employment-related accident or
occupational disease, the expenses paid by the employer
currently cannot exceed $3,000. The bill would have required
the employer to pay up to $6,500. Scott said the average burial
cost in Alabama is $9,000.

ELECTIONS

Clarke to Fill Final Vacancy in Alabama House

Mobile Housing Board executive and book store owner Adline Clarke
on Tuesday beat out two independent candidates to win the House
District 97 legislative seat vacated by the death of Rep. Yvonne
Kennedy, D-Mobile.

Clarke garnered 90 percent of the vote in the General Election contest
with Burton LeFlore, who runs a real estate company, and David Blunt,
a Mobile builder.

E-911 FEES

New, Flat E-911 Fees Set; Effective Oct. 1

Starting Oct. 1, Alabama retailers will be collecting and remitting $1.60
to help fund emergency 911 services throughout the state. Since Sept.
1 of this year, retailers have been required to collect a 70-cent E-911
fee for prepaid wireless communications services at the point of sale.

The Alabama 911 Board voted May 9 for the new rate. The new flat rate
of $1.60 that takes effect Oct. 1 also applies to cell and landline phone
users' monthly bills. It will be a decrease for many landline users and
an increase for all cell phone users. Currently, per-line 911 fees range
from 50 cents to $5.08 depending on where you live.

The new $1.60 per-transaction rate will apply to any prepaid wireless
minutes via phone, card, download, code or any other manner. Under
a 2012 law, retailers are allowed to deduct and retain four percent of
the prepaid wireless 911 charges collected from consumers to cover
retailers' expenses for collecting and remitting the fees. Also, if 10
minutes or less or $5 or less of prepaid wireless telephone service is
sold for a single, non-itemized price as part of the purchase of a
wireless communications device, retailers can elect NOT to apply the
prepaid communications charge to the initial transaction.

NEXT LEGISLATIVE DAY

The Alabama Legislature will convene at noon,
Tuesday, Jan. 14, 2014, for the final regular session of

the current quadrennium.

FEDERAL

Major Retail Groups Oppose Swipe Fee Settlement;
Deadline to Respond is Tuesday

http://alisondb.legislature.state.al.us/acas/searchableinstruments/2013RS/PrintFiles/HB461-int.pdf
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The nation's two largest retail groups now have announced they will
opt out and object to the class-action settlement in a federal antitrust
lawsuit over credit card swipe fees charged by Visa and MasterCard.
The National Retail Federation this week joined the Retail Industry
Leaders Association in saying they would both opt out and object to
the settlement. RILA announced its decision last month.

The $7.25 billion proposed settlement
was announced in July of last year, but
the settlement proposal has NOT
received final approval. The estimated six
to eight million affected merchants have
until May 28 to respond in advance of the
final Sept. 12 hearing in federal district
court. Each merchant must make their
own decision on how to respond to the
settlement.

The monetary settlement is one-time money to be divided between an
estimated six million merchants, the equivalent of an estimated two to
three months of interchange fees: $6.05 billion in cash and an
estimated $1.2 billion in interchange fee reductions for eight months
while new rules are adopted. U.S. retailers currently pay almost $1
million each week in interchange fees.

Objecting retailers have until Tuesday, May 28, the day after Memorial
Day, to opt out of the money offered and accompanying restrictions on
future legal action, object to proposed injunctive relief that comes with
additional restrictions or do both. If you just object, you can express
concerns with settlement terms but could still receive money if the
settlement is approved. If your business accepts VISA and Mastercard,
you should have received a 27-page notice of the settlement in
February. If you received that notice and don't exclude yourself from the
settlement, you will be sent a claim form should the court approve the
settlement in September. To receive money, you must file a claim
form. NRF and RILA have chosen to opt out and object to send the
strongest message to the court about their displeasure with the
settlement proposal.

Merchants can opt out of the financial portion of the settlement but
cannot opt out of the rule changes, which apply to all retailers.

You do not need the original, physical document in order to express
your opinion about the settlement. To opt out, all you need to do is
write a letter. To object, you must file a statement of objection.

Retailers who do not opt out by the deadline will be considered to have
accepted the settlement and will give up the right to file future lawsuits
over the fees and other rules.

For a detailed description of the proposed settlement and class
members' rights and options, go to paymentcardsettlement.com.

Blood-Alcohol-Content Level Could Be Issue 
in Alabama's 2014 Session

On Tuesday, May 14, the National Transportation Safety Board
released 19 recommendations including one urging states to lower
the legally permitted blood-alcohol-content levels to 0.05 percent to
eliminate alcohol-impaired driving crashes. Since that
recommendation was made, Alabama lawmakers already have

https://www.paymentcardsettlement.com/Content/Documents/Settlement%20Long%20Form%20Notice.pdf
https://www.paymentcardsettlement.com/en/Home/FAQ#faq12
https://www.paymentcardsettlement.com/en/Home/FAQ#faq15
https://www.paymentcardsettlement.com/en
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received requests to consider making that reduction in our state.

The 0.05 percent cap could translate to a limit of two drinks over a
typical dinner for an average-sized male, or as little as a single serving
for a smaller female.

All U.S. states currently have a 0.08 percent limit for noncommercial
drivers older than 21.

According to the American Beverage Institute, the average blood-
alcohol level in fatal crashes is twice the current legal limit, while fewer
than 1 percent of highway deaths occur between 0.05 percent and
0.08 percent. Mothers Against Drunk Driving's focus remains on other
measures such as requiring ignition-locking devices to prevent
convicted drunk drivers from operating vehicles after drinking.

Rep. Paul DeMarco, R-Homewood, told a group of law enforcement
officials that the NTSB recommendation will continue to prompt
discussions between now and the 2014 legislative session.
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