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May 25, 2012

Almost All Supported Bills Pass; 
All Opposed Bills Die

Accomplishments Include Single-Point Tax Filing,

Second Sales Tax Holiday and Gross Income Fix

The Alabama Legislature's 2012 regular session,
the second year of the current legislative term,
could be described as both more and all. More
legislation was introduced (1,360 vs. 1,205);
more legislation was enacted; and more
extended debate occurred than in the first year of
the state's first Republican majority in more than
a century. For Alabama retailers, almost all of the
bills your Alabama Retail Association supported
passed, and all of the legislation you opposed
failed to make it through the process.

During this session, four major items on the ARA 2012 Legislative
Agenda became law:

ONE SPOT, an electronic tax-filing system that allows retailers
statewide to handle three taxes levied by three different types of
governments with one return and one payment in one place.
Needed revisions to Alabama's stringent immigration law to
give businesses some relief from the law's administrative
burdens.
a fix for a business-recognized inequity in the tax code that also
makes gross income taxes fairer for business.
a requirement that those cheating the unemployment
compensation payment system repay the state for their ill-
gotten gains and be disqualified from receiving unemployment
benefits for a certain period of time.

Five other bills that ARA supported or advocated for in the session
also become law:

a requirement that certain medications used to combat cold
and allergy symptoms be sold only from behind a pharmacy
counter to help combat illegal use of the products for
methamphetamine.
a statewide severe weather preparedness sales tax holiday.
a protection for retailers and restaurants from "your-food-
made-me-fat" lawsuits.
a measure to save up to 220 jobs at the Walgreens Customer
Care Center in Muscle Shoals.
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a measure that regulates Alabama residents' power to put a
security freeze on their credit report.

The big disappointment for the 2012 session came with the
governor's decision to pocket veto landmark legislation to centralize
Alabama's tax appeal process and separate it from the taxing
governments. Softening that blow was the governor's pledge to
include the bill in the call of any future special sessions this year or at
the top of the legislative pile in the 2013 regular session.

As usual, your association did its fair share of stopping detrimental
legislation. Flawed bills blocked in 2012 included legislation that
would have:

made common cold and allergy medications now sold over-
the-counter available by prescription only.
required unitary combined reporting for corporate taxpayers.
doubled filing fees for alcoholic beverage licenses and created
first-time filing and licensing fees for retailers selling tobacco.

An account of how select bills – among those ARA supported,
opposed or monitored – fared during the 2012 regular session
follows. The June issue of Alabama Retail Quarterly also will include a
2012 session summary.

ARA AGENDA IN ACTION

Retailers Soon Can Go to "ONE SPOT" to File Taxes

Retailers statewide jumped for joy when the Alabama Legislature
enacted streamlined tax filing for city, county and state sales, use and
lease/rental taxes into one electronic portal to be known as the
Optional Network Election for Single Point Online Transactions, or
ONE SPOT. The system that allows retailers statewide to handle three
taxes levied by three different types of governments with one return
and one payment in one place should be ready by Sept. 30, 2013. An
ARA appointee will serve on the state and local advisory committee
that will make recommendations to the Alabama Department of
Revenue on the operation of the new system. Use of the system will
be optional for taxpayers, but all of the state's cities and counties must
participate.

Streamlining sales and use tax
administration through a single entity
was a major plank in the Alabama
Retail Associations' 2012 Legislative
Agenda and was recommended by
the Senate President Pro Tem's
Initiative to Streamline Government,
the Speaker of House's Commission
on Job Creation and the Alabama Streamlined Sales and Use Tax
Commission. While ONE SPOT doesn't require a single administrator,
it does give retailers the option of remitting the taxes through a single
portal. It is a first step toward bringing Alabama's tax system into
compliance with federal legislation pending in Congress that would
require all retailers to collect sales and use taxes. Your ARA decided
not to push legislation that would have required remote retailers who
do not collect Alabama's use tax to notify Alabama consumer of their
use tax obligations. ONE SPOT coupled with public support for e-
fairness by Alabama Gov. Robert Bentley accomplished our goal of
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adding pressure on Congress to enact a federal e-fairness solution.

Act. No. 2012-279 was sponsored by Sen. Slade Blackwell, R-
Birmingham, and Rep. Jack Williams, R-Birmingham.

Immigration Law Revisions Cut 
Businesses' Administrative Burden

Late Friday, May 18, Gov. Robert Bentley signed into law a revised
state immigration law. ARA's 2012 Legislative Agenda advocated for
clarification of the 2011 immigration law as well as the minimization,
reduction and elimination of administrative burdens and penalties
connected with the law. The enacted revisions will make compliance
less of a burden for employers. The changes of most interest to
retailers:

remove the requirement for sworn affidavits from contractors
and subcontractors as a condition for the award of any contract,
grant, or incentive by the state, county or municipal
governments in Alabama. The primary contractor does still
have to provide documentation of E-Verify enrollment to receive
a contract, grant, or incentive.
remove the requirement for state, county or city government
contractors to obtain proof of E-Verify enrollment from
subcontractors.
Redefines business entity to include only those "employing
one or more persons." A sole proprietorship, which has no
employees, is no longer required to enroll in E-verify.
Redefines state-funded entity so that merely providing a
service or a product to any governmental entity does not make
a business a state-funded entity and subject to stricter
requirements.

>> Legal analysis of the revised law

Penalties associated with the law, however, remain tough. For a
business owner found to have knowingly employed illegal workers
under Alabama's immigration law, the punishments are:

FIRST VIOLATION: Results in a three-year probationary period
and up to a 10-day business license suspension. To get the
suspension lifted, businesses must provide a sworn affidavit
within three days of the suspension that any unauthorized alien
has been terminated and that the employer is and will stay in
compliance with the law; AND provide the court with a copy of
the 13-page memorandum of understanding issued when the
employer enrolled in E-Verify.
SECOND VIOLATION: Permanent business license and
business permit revocation at the specific location, or
locations, where the violation occurred. Violations are tied to
the company, not the jobsite or location, consequently second
and subsequent violations can occur even if not at the same
workplace.
SUBSEQUENT VIOLATIONS: Employer will no longer be
allowed to operate anywhere in the state of Alabama.

Federal fines for knowingly hiring or continuing to employ unauthorized
aliens range from $375 to $16,000.

>> E-Verify requirements under Alabama's immigration law
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Rep. Micky Hammon, R-Decatur, and Sen. Scott Beason, R-
Gardendale, sponsored Act. No. 2012-491, also known as the
Beason-Hammon Alabama Taxpayer and Citizen Protection Act.

Gross Income Tax Fix Now Law

Another achieved ARA 2012 legislative agenda item makes a
September rule change regarding gross income taxes fairer for
business. The new law concerns up to 3,000 pass-through entities,
such as partnerships, limited partnerships, limited liability
corporations and S corporations that operate in multiple states. It
codifies a September regulation that fixes a business-recognized
inequity in the tax code, plus it allows a 50 percent tax credit for income
generated in foreign countries.

Act. No. 2012-427 was sponsored by Rep. Jay Love, R-Montgomery.

New Unemployment Compensation Fraud 
Penalties and UC Waiting Period Become Law

Anyone convicted of falsely receiving unemployment compensation
benefits will have to repay the state in full and will be disqualified from
receiving unemployment benefits for one or two years, depending on
the offense. The new law standardizes penalties for unemployment
fraud. On a first offense, those found guilty of unemployment
compensation fraud will be banned from receiving unemployment
benefits for one year. For all subsequent offenses, the ban grows to
two years. The Alabama Department of Industrial Relations estimates
more than 12,000 people fraudulently received unemployment
compensation in Alabama in 2011.

Act. No. 2012-292 was sponsored by Rep. Paul DeMarco, R-
Homewood, and Sen. Paul Bussman, R-Cullman.

Under a somewhat related new law, as of Aug. 1, the unpaid waiting
period for unemployment compensation moves from the 14th to the
first week of benefits. The state wanted to move the waiting period to
the first week of eligibility to give unemployment benefit administrators
time to better evaluate what benefits are owed those who file for
unemployment, cut down on overpayment and diminish the possibility
of fraud.

Act. No. 2012-299 was sponsored by Sen. Trip Pittman, R-Daphne,
and Rep. Jack Williams, R-Birmingham.

ARA supported legislation to reduce both unemployment and
workers' compensation fraud as part of its 2012 agenda.

General Fund Maintains 
ARA Ban on Generic Restrictions

ARA's 2012 Agenda called for opposition to any restrictions on the
substitution of generic drugs and ARA worked hard to maintain that
directive when dealing with the state's General Fund budget. The
approved General Fund budget does include instructions for the
Medicaid Agency regarding generic drugs. By Oct. 1, Medicaid is to
give the chairmen of the legislative budget committees a report on the
agency's generic drug rebates. The budget instructs the agency to
seek increased rebates in the 2013 fiscal year, which begins Oct. 1.
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The agency is further instructed not to "implement a generic rebate
program that will cause a significant loss of generic availab ility" and
"not pay for a generic drug that is more expensive than its brand name
drug net of rebates."

Act. No. 2012 - 568 was sponsored by Rep. Jim Barton, R-Mobile.

SUPPORTED LEGISALTION 

THAT BECAME LAW IN 2012

Localities Have Until June 22 to Participate 
in First Severe Weather Sales Tax Holiday

The state's first severe weather preparedness sales tax holiday
begins at 12:01 a.m. Friday, July 6, and ends at midnight Sunday, July
8. Beginning in 2013 and every year thereafter, the annual severe
weather sales tax holiday will be the last full weekend of February.
Common supplies, costing $60 or less, that every home and
business might need during and after severe weather are included in
the three-day state sales tax holiday. The state also will waive its four
percent sales tax on generators costing $1,000 or less during that
weekend. Local governments have until two weeks before the first
holiday and 30 days before the annual holiday to tell the state they plan
to participate. The Alabama Retail Association worked diligently to add
a second state sales tax holiday to help Alabama citizens be better
prepared when disaster strikes. ARA also championed the state's
back-to-school sales tax holiday, which is held the first weekend of
August.

>> Learn more about Tax Holiday

Rep. Bill Poole, R-Tuscaloosa, sponsored Act. No. 2012-256. Sen.
Greg Reed, R-Jasper, handled this legislation in the Senate.

Food-Made-Me-Fat No Longer Actionable

Retailers and restaurants are
now protected from being
sued by someone claiming
food bought from retailers or
eaten in restaurants made
them obese. Consumers can
still bring food mishandling
lawsuits. Besides retailers,
those covered by the
Common Sense
Consumption Act are
manufacturers, packers, distributors, carriers, holders, marketers or
advertisers. ARA supported this Alabama Restaurant Association
promoted measure. Twenty-four other states have passed similar
legislation. The new law supports self responsibility, while protecting
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small business people.

Act. No. 2012 - 556 was sponsored by Rep. Mike Jones, R-Andalusia,
and Sen. Gerald Allen, R-Tuscaloosa.

Further Restrictions on Cold/Allergy 
Medication Sales Effective Aug. 1

Effective Aug. 1, pseudoephedrine and
ephedrine products can only be sold from
behind a pharmacy counter among other
restrictions. ARA worked for months with the
sponsors and other interested parties on this
compromise to avoid legislation that would
require a physician's prescription for common
medications used to combat cold and allergy
symptoms. To ensure those medications
remain available and affordable for the

patients who need them, ARA supports this new law.

Act No. 2012-237 was sponsored by Rep. Blaine Galliher, R-Rainbow
City, and Sen. Bill Holtzclaw, R-Madison.

New Pharmacy Services Permit Saves Jobs

A new pharmacy services permit now exists for call centers and other
such entities that perform some pharmacy services, but do not
receive, inventory or dispense drugs, medicines, chemicals, poisons
or medical devices. This new law saved up to 220 jobs at the
Walgreens Customer Care Center in Muscle Shoals. Although
specifically written to keep the Shoals call center open, the law applies
to any such pharmacy support facility that doesn't dispense or keep
drugs.

Act. No. 2012-213 was sponsored by Rep. Lynn Greer, R-Rogersville,
and Sen. Tammy Irons, D-Florence.

Credit Freeze Law Contains ARA Provisions

Alabama residents' power to put a security freeze on their credit report
must now follow state law. A credit reporting agency is prohibited from
releasing a frozen credit report or score to a third party without the
explicit consent of the consumer. The new law sets up methods by
which a consumer can have the freeze lifted in under 15 minutes,
should he/she wish to apply for credit. The bill incorporates ARA-
requested changes.

Rep. DuWayne Bridges, R-Valley, sponsored Act No. 2012-500.

LEGISLATION YOU'LL SEE AGAIN 
IN SPECIAL SESSION OR IN 2013

Governor Supports Independent Tax Appeals; 
Pocket Vetoes Taxpayer Bill of Rights II

Gov. Robert Bentley decided Thursday to pocket veto landmark
legislation to centralize Alabama's tax appeal process and make that

Alabama House passes
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money to General Fund
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Medicaid CFO, actuary
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If voters reject oil-gas fund
bailout that is linchpin of
state budget, crisis
forecast for Medicaid
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bill that could let
commission borrow $127
million more for incentives

Bentley wants amendment
fixed, updated to provide
incentives

Legislation may enable
states to offer universal
healthcare

Loxley sets Sunday alcohol
sale vote for August

Wine bill withers in
legislative session

Jefferson County must
pare additional millions
with occupational tax
defeat

Democrats predict fallout
from Senate redistricting
vote

Alabama re-divided

Alabama Legislature
passes redistricting plans

Alabama Legislature
approves redistricting
plans amid cries of racist
maneuvering
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redistricting plan amid
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Legislature passes
redistricting over angry
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Alabama House passes
Senate redistricting plans
in early morning vote
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process independent of the taxing governments. "The problem is, (the
bill on my desk) wasn't the agreed-on b ill," the governor said in a
conference call with ARA and other business groups. Unfortunately,
due to a clerical error by legislative staff, compromise legislation
adopted on the final legislative day was not the bill that arrived on
Bentley's desk.

"I support an independent tax appeals commission," the governor
said, pledging to include a simplified bill in his call for a late
summer/early fall special session or push it early in the 2013 regular
session.

The bill would have shifted the appropriation, personnel, equipment
and tax appeal functions of the Administrative Law Division of the
Revenue Department to the created Alabama Tax Appeals
Commission, aligning Alabama with the vast majority of states that
have an independent tax appeals process for businesses and
individuals. Businesses that cross multiple jurisdictions would have
been able to use one process for appealing tax assessments rather
than having to use a different process for every city and county
involved. This legislation was part of ARA's 2012 Legislative Agenda
and will return in any further special sessions set this year or in the
2013 regular session, which opens Feb. 5.

SB 549 was sponsored by Sen. Ben Brooks, R-Mobile, and Rep. Paul
DeMarco, R-Homewood.

DETRIMENTAL LEGISLATION 

YOU AND YOUR ASSOCIATION STOPPED

Rx-Only Cold Meds Bills Die

Based on your 2012 Legislative Agenda, ARA opposed several bills
that would have made products containing ephedrine and
pseudoephedrine available by prescription only, which would have
limited access for cold and allergy sufferers to needed medication and
driven up related health costs by as much as 50 percent.

The bills opposed were:
HBs 29 and 88 by Rep. Mike Millican, R-Hamilton; HB 58 by Rep.
Elaine Beech, D-Chatom; HB 92 by Rep. Lynn Greer, R-Rogersville;
SBs 23 and 184 by Sen. Roger Bedford, D-Russellville; and SB 52 by
Sen. Paul Bussman, R-Cullman.

Unitary Tax Goes Nowhere

Legislation that would have required corporations to follow a set of
unitary combined reporting rules when calculating their Alabama
income taxes once again died. SB 333 by Sen. Marc Keahey, D-Grove
Hill, received committee approval but no floor vote, and HB 199 by Rep.
Richard Lindsey, D-Roanoke, never even had a committee hearing.
Either would have been detrimental to Alabama's ability to attract new
businesses and keep the ones it has. Opposition to required unitary
combined reporting for corporate taxpayers was part of ARA's 2012
Legislative Agenda.

Senate Carries Over Guns-to-Work and 
Pistol-Packing in Car Without Concealed Permit Bills
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The Senate carried over and never called back up two pieces of
legislation that pitted a business owner's property rights against the
gun rights of employees and customers:

SB 331 by Sen. Paul Sanford, R-Huntsville, which would have
forbidden retailers and other businesses from having policies
that prevent employees or customers from keeping licensed
firearms locked out of sight in their vehicles in the businesses'
parking lots or facilities. The House Commerce and Small
Business Committee never considered the House companion,
HB 471 by Rep. Craig Ford, D-Gadsden.
SB 337 by Sen. Scott Beason, R-Gardendale, which would
have authorized carrying a pistol in a vehicle without a
concealed pistol permit and repeal a prohibition against
carrying a concealed pistol on another's property. The House
Commerce and Small Business Committee never considered
the House companion, HB 132 by Rep. Todd Greeson, R-Ider.

ARA's 2012 agenda called for opposing any legislation that infringes
on an employers' right to provide a safe workplace.

No Change to Election of Alabama Judges

Two bills that would have provided for non-
partisan judicial elections never received
committee approval. HB 202, by Rep. Chris
England, D-Tuscaloosa, would have provided for
the non-partisan election of the attorney general
and state appellate judges. HB 346, by Rep.
Charles Newton, D-Greenville, would have
provided for the non-partisan election of circuit and district court
judges. ARA's 2012 Legislative Agenda called for opposition to any
changes in how Alabama elects appellate judges.

Alcohol License Fees Get Committee 
Approval But Never Make it to Floor Vote

The House Economic Development and Tourism Committee agreed
to a couple of changes in fees related to alcohol licensing proposed
by Rep. Lesley Vance, R-Phenix City, but the bills never got a floor vote.
The bills would have:

doubled the application filing fee for an alcoholic beverage
license from $50 to $100 (HB 63). The fee, which is only
assessed on new applicants, has not been increased since it
was first instituted in early 1980s.
switched the renewal period for alcohol license renewals from
Oct. 1 to between June 1 and July 31, while increasing the fee
for late filing from 50 percent to 75 percent of the license fee
(HB 64). The legislation also would have allowed the Alabama
Alcoholic Beverage Control Board to set up an online renewal
process and charge a "reasonable fee." Supporters said a
reasonable fee would be similar to interchange fees,
somewhere between 40 cents and $1.

No Tobacco Licensing Fee Created

HB 61 by Rep. Alan Harper, R-Aliceville, would have levied a one-time,

Most representatives can be
reached through the House
e-mail system by using the
following format:

firstname.lastname@
alhouse.org.

Those without e-mail
addresses can be reached
through the general e-mail
address:
house3@alhouse.org

There is no general e-mail
address for senators. Click
here for a roster of the state
senators with their
complete contact
information.

CONTACT INFO:

Find a list of members of
the Alabama House here.  A
complete list of senators is
available here.

You can find out whose
legislative district you live or
work in under Find Your
Lawmaker in the Political
Affairs section
of alabamaretail.org.

 

Nominate a 

Retailer of Year

Each year, ARA, in
conjunction with the
University of Alabama at
Birmingham School of
Business, sponsors the
Retailer of the Year program.
Help us recognize the top

http://alisondb.legislature.state.al.us/acas/searchableinstruments/2012RS/PrintFiles/SB331-int.pdf
http://alisondb.legislature.state.al.us/acas/searchableinstruments/2012RS/PrintFiles/HB471-int.pdf
http://alisondb.legislature.state.al.us/acas/searchableinstruments/2012RS/PrintFiles/SB337-int.pdf
http://alisondb.legislature.state.al.us/acas/searchableinstruments/2012RS/PrintFiles/HB132-int.pdf
http://alisondb.legislature.state.al.us/acas/searchableinstruments/2012RS/PrintFiles/HB202-int.pdf
http://alisondb.legislature.state.al.us/acas/searchableinstruments/2012RS/PrintFiles/HB346-int.pdf
http://alisondb.legislature.state.al.us/acas/searchableinstruments/2012RS/PrintFiles/HB63-int.pdf
http://alisondb.legislature.state.al.us/acas/searchableinstruments/2012RS/PrintFiles/HB64-int.pdf
http://alisondb.legislature.state.al.us/acas/searchableinstruments/2012RS/PrintFiles/HB61-int.pdf
mailto:lastname@alhouse.org
mailto:house3@alhouse.org
http://www.legislature.state.al.us/senate/senators/senateroster_alpha.html
http://www.legislature.state.al.us/house/representatives/houseroster_alpha.html
http://www.legislature.state.al.us/senate/senators/senateroster_alpha.html
http://www.alabamaretail.org/findyourlawmaker/
http://www.alabamaretail.org/politicalaffairs.aspx?id=4382
http://www.alabamaretail.org/
http://www.uab.edu/business/


12/10/13 Capitol Retail Report

file:///F:/USERS/Alison/Capitol Retail Report/2012/May/May 25/20120525CRR-Web.html 9/19

$100 filing fee and a $250 annual licensing fee for tobacco product
retailers. Currently, there are no fees associated with a retail tobacco
license. The bill received a committee hearing, but no vote was ever
taken.

OTHER LEGISLATION 

THAT BECAME LAW IN 2012

Law Gives Retailers 4% Allowance on E-911 Fees

By sometime next fall, retailers, rather than carriers, will have to collect
the E-911 fees for prepaid wireless communications services at the
point of sale. ARA negotiated a provision that allows the retailer to
deduct and retain four percent of the prepaid wireless 911 charges
collected from consumers to cover the retailer's expenses for
collecting and remitting the fees, along with sales taxes, to the
Alabama Revenue Department. Another ARA-negotiated provision
allows retailers to choose not to include the E-911 fee on sales of
prepaid wireless devices that only contain 10 minutes or less, or $5 or
less of minutes or service. Monitoring this legislation was part of the
ARA's 2012 Legislative Agenda. As of Oct. 1, 2013, one flat E-911fee
for business, residential and cell phones will take effect.

Rep. Mike Millican, R-Hamilton, sponsored Act No. 2012-293.

ALCOHOL

Bigger Beer, Entertainment Districts, Wine 
Recorking and Multiple Alcohol Jobs Now Possible

ARA-monitored legislation related to alcohol sales that became law:

Increases the maximum size of a bottle or can of beer sold by
retailers in Alabama from 16 ounces to 25.4 ounces, beginning
Aug. 1. This law allows the sale of more types of gourmet or
high-end specialty beers, which typically come in 22-ounce or
750-milliliter bottles. Act. No. 2012-468 is by Sen. Paul
Sanford, R-Huntsville.
Allows certain cities to create entertainment districts where
patrons can walk from establishment to establishment with
open containers. Cities with populations of more than 25,000
or with an incorporated arts council, main street program or
downtown development entity qualify for an entertainment
district. Class 1 cities, those with populations of 300,000 or
more, can have up to five entertainment districts under the bill.
Cities with between 25,000 and 299,999 people are limited to
the possibility of two entertainment districts. Any district created
would have to be approved by the local government. The
districts must have a minimum of four establishments with
liquor licenses nearby and can be as large as a half mile long
and a half mile wide. Rep. James Buskey, D-Mobile,
sponsored Act. No. 2012-438.
Allows Alabama restaurant patrons to put the cork back in an
unfinished bottle of wine and take it home. Customers can take
one opened bottle of wine from a properly licensed
establishment, if the bottle has been recorked and resealed in
a bag. The seller must provide the customer with a dated
receipt for the resealed wine bottle. The law is expected to
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boost sales of higher-priced wines at Alabama restaurants.
Alabama joins at least 30 states with recorking laws. Act. No.
2012-315 was sponsored by Rep. Terri Collins, R-Decatur,
and Sen. Paul Sanford, R-Huntsville.
Does away with an outdated law that prohibits working at more
than one business that sells alcoholic beverages, beginning
Aug. 1. Act. No. 2012 - 506 is by Rep. Mike Jones, R-Andalusia.

Sunday Sales Referendums, Six-Day Sales at State
Park Restaurants, Cherokee County Draft Beer Pass

Other alcohol-related legislation involving specific localities also
became law in 2012:

Act. No. 2012-169 by Rep. Darrio Melton, D-Selma, and Act.
No. 2012-268 by Sen. Hank Sanders, D-Selma, authorizes a
referendum for Sunday alcohol sales in Dallas County. The
Dallas County Commission set the date for a referendum to
ask Dallas County voters if they would like to legalize alcohol
sales between noon and 9:30 p.m. on Sundays in their county
for Tuesday, Nov. 6.
The York City Council (Sumter County) is now authorized to call
a Sunday alcohol sales referendum in the city of York. Rep. A.J.
McCampbell, D-Demopolis, sponsored Act. No. 2012-243.
The restaurant at Joe Wheeler State Park lodge near Florence
can now sell alcohol six days a week, on premises. A new law
allows six-day sales in every state park with a lodge and
restaurant. Four of the five state parks with lodges and
restaurants already serve alcoholic beverages at their
restaurants. The goal is to double the occupancy rate at
Wheeler by allowing alcohol sales there. Rep. Mike Ball, R-
Madison, sponsored Act. No. 2012 - 531.
If the Cherokee County Commission says so, draft or keg beer
can be sold in Cherokee County under Act. No. 2012-242 by
Rep. Richard J. Lindsey, D-Centre.

CHILD LABOR

Alabama's Child Labor Law Modified

Starting July 1, employers will only have to keep the most recent 60
days of time records for workers younger than 19 at the location where
the minor works. Also, all required records must be maintained either
where the minor works/worked or at a central location, such as the
business' headquarters or home, for at least one year after the minor's
employment ends. Federal law requires the records be kept for three
years at a central location. Under the new law, a completed Employee
Information Form and proof of age records must be maintained where
the minor works as long as they work there. The current state Child
Labor Law poster remains the same.

The revisions to previous law:

prohibit 14 or 15 year olds from working in a warehouse;
clarify the acceptable documents needed to verify a minor's
age;
require employers to post their Child Labor Certificate next to
other licenses, health reports, etc., where it can be viewed
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easily by the public;
prohibit anyone younger than 18 from working in an adult
establishment;
and allow for a range of civil penalties from $1,000 to $5,000.
Prior to 2009, the Alabama Department of Labor could only
assess criminal penalties after an inspection. In 2009, the
possibility of a $5,000 civil penalty was added. This newest
change provides flexibility in the assessment of penalties for
prohibited occupations.

Act No. 2012-231 was sponsored by Sen. Jimmy Holley, R-Elba, and
by Rep. Blaine Galliher, R-Gadsden.

FOOD SERVICE

State Bans Tampering with Beverage Labels

Beginning Aug. 1, there will be a statewide ban on tampering with the
coding on beverages that tracks where and when a beverage was
manufactured, The new law bans obscuring, removing or otherwise
rendering illegible any product information on non-alcoholic beverage
labels. It also prohibits storing or transporting beverages without a
label or with a label that has been obscured, removed or otherwise
rendered illegible. Each violation could result in a $500 fine, or in
cases involving 200 units or more, a fine of up to $5,000. Nonprofits
and non-commercial entities are exempt. As a result of ARA efforts,
the law does not ban the sale of beverages with damaged labels.

Act. No. 2012-472 was sponsored by Sen. Slade Blackwell, R-
Birmingham, and Rep. Chad Fincher, R-Semmes.

JOBS

Capital & Low-Income Investment Credits, Data
Processing, Heroes for Hire, Film Incentive Pass

Several job-creating bills pushed by the administration and legislative
leadership in 2012 became law.

New and expanding businesses that spend at least $100 million on
capital improvements and hire at least 100 people can now delay their
tax credit for up to four years. New or expanding companies typically
get an income tax credit for 5 percent of their investment each year for
20 years. The new law allows a company that invests $400 million to
carry forward the credit for four additional years. The credit can be held
for three years for a $300 million investment, two years for $200
million and one year for $100 million. Act. No. 2012-385 was
sponsored by Rep. Micky Hammon, R-Decatur, and Sen. Arthur Orr, R-
Decatur,

The Alabama Data Processing Center Economic Incentive
Enhancement Act extends the period of time that local governments or
industrial authorities can abate certain property and construction-
related transaction taxes for data processing centers. It is intended to
encourage data processing centers to locate in Alabama for up to 30
years and create 20 or more jobs, each with average compensation of
$40,000 annually. The law also applies to warehouse and storage
facilities. It allows for tax abatements for computer software used in a
data processing center. Act No. 2012-210 is by Rep. Dan Williams, R-

http://alisondb.legislature.state.al.us/acas/searchableinstruments/2012RS/PrintFiles/SB174-enr.pdf
http://alisondb.legislature.state.al.us/acas/searchableinstruments/2012RS/PrintFiles/SB379-enr.pdf
http://alisondb.legislature.state.al.us/acas/searchableinstruments/2012RS/PrintFiles/HB140-enr.pdf
http://alisondb.legislature.state.al.us/acas/searchableinstruments/2012RS/PrintFiles/HB154-enr.pdf


12/10/13 Capitol Retail Report

file:///F:/USERS/Alison/Capitol Retail Report/2012/May/May 25/20120525CRR-Web.html 12/19

Athen

The Heroes for Hire Tax Credit Act gives businesses up to $2,000 in
tax credits for hiring unemployed veterans who are Alabama residents
and were honorably discharged within two years of the date of hire.
Recently discharged veterans also can earn tax credits of up to $2,000
for starting their own businesses. The new credits compliment laws
the Legislature enacted in 2010 and 2011 giving tax credits to
businesses that create jobs for the unemployed. Act. No. 2012-168 is
by Rep. DuWayne Bridges, R-Valley, and Sen. Tom Whatley, R-Auburn.

Incentives offered to companies to film movies and television shows
in Alabama also have increased. The House and Senate differed on
how much the state should spend overall on film production
incentives. The House set the annual limit at $25 million, while the
Senate set it at $15 million. The new law sets the limit at $15 million in
2013 and 2014. In subsequent years, the cap will be $20 million. Act.
No. 2012-212 is by Rep. Terri Collins, R-Decatur.

Another new law offers companies an 8.3 percent tax credit annually
for investing in impoverished areas for up to six years for a total tax
credit of 50 percent. Act. No. 2012-483 is by Rep. Jamie Ison, R-
Mobile.

PHARMACY

Insulin, Other Diabetes Products Tax-Exempt

The Legislature clarified that prescribed diabetes-related treatments
fall under the prescription sales tax exemption, making them exempt
from any state, county, and municipal sales and use taxes. The
clarified law makes insulin, insulin syringes, blood or urine testing
supplies and related items used to treat diabetes tax exempt. The
legislation applies retroactively to open tax periods. Act. No. 2012-309
was sponsored by Rep. Ron Johnson, R-Sylacauga, and Sen. Gerald
Dial, R-Lineville,

Minimum and Uniform Pharmacy Audit Standards Set

The Pharmacy Audit Integrity Act establishes minimum and uniform
standards for pharmacy record audits. Act. No. 2012-306 was
sponsored by Sen. Paul Bussman, R-Cullman, and Rep. Elaine
Beech, D-Chatom.

TAXES

No Penalty for Failure to File If No Tax Is Due

There is no longer a penalty for failing to file an individual income tax
return when no tax is due. The previous penalty for failure to file an
income tax return was 10 percent of any additional tax required to be
paid with the return or $50, whichever is greater. The new no penalty
law would apply to the 2011 tax year and beyond. Act. No. 2012-378
was sponsored by Sen. Tammy Irons, D-Florence, and Rep. Richard
Laird, D-Roanoke.

TOBACCO TAXES

http://alisondb.legislature.state.al.us/acas/searchableinstruments/2012RS/PrintFiles/HB152-enr.pdf
http://alisondb.legislature.state.al.us/acas/searchableinstruments/2012RS/Printfiles/140735-2.pdf
http://alisondb.legislature.state.al.us/acas/searchableinstruments/2012RS/PrintFiles/HB257-enr.pdf
http://alisondb.legislature.state.al.us/acas/searchableinstruments/2012RS/PrintFiles/HB307-enr.pdf
http://alisondb.legislature.state.al.us/acas/searchableinstruments/2012RS/PrintFiles/SB383-enr.pdf
http://alisondb.legislature.state.al.us/acas/searchableinstruments/2012RS/PrintFiles/SB426-enr.pdf
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Cigar Wrapper Tax Begins Aug. 1

Beginning Aug. 1, an excise tax will be levied on tobacco leaves,
sheets or tubes used to wrap cigars. The tax to be levied at the
wholesale level ranges from four cents to 21 cents based on the
weight of the wrappers. An additional 6-cents-per-ounce will be added
to wrappers weighing more than four ounces. Proceeds of the tax go
to the state's General Fund. The tax does not apply to wrappers placed
on a finished cigar sold by a retailer. Previously, cigar wrappers were
regulated as tobacco, but were not taxed as such. Rep. Jim Barton, R-
Mobile, sponsored Act. No. 2012-425.

Selling Tobacco Products Without Stamps 
Will Result in Fines and Penalties

A new law creates fines and penalties for the illegal sale of tobacco
products in Blount County. The law applies to vendors who avoid local
tobacco taxes by selling tobacco products without having county-
provided tax stamps affixed to them. Rep. Elwyn Thomas, R-Oneonta,
sponsored Act. No. 2012-447.

Tobacco Taxes in Three Counties 
Diverted to Community Grants

The Legislature overrode a gubernatorial veto to set up a District
Community Services Grant Authority in Chambers, Randolph and Clay
that will decide how to spend varying amounts of redistributed local
tobacco taxes: 18 percent for Chambers County, 10 percent in
Randolph County and 25 percent in Clay County. Sen. Gerald Dial, R-
Lineville, and Rep. Richard Laird, D-Roanoke, sponsored Act. No.
2012-337 (Clay County), Act. No. 2012-339 (Randolph County) and
Act. No. 2012-338 (Chambers County).

LEGAL

Legal Notices Now Must Appear in Print and Online

Legal notices now must be published both in print and online. Under
the new law, publications receiving legal notices for print must
simultaneously upload the notices to the publication's website, if it has
one, and a statewide website without an additional charge to
whomever originally placed the legal ad in the print publication. Act.
No. 2012-214 was sponsored by Sen. Cam Ward, R-Alabaster, and
Rep. Mike Hill, R-Columbiana,

Supreme Court to Expedite 
Circuit Cases of $50,000 or Less

By Aug. 1, the Alabama Supreme Court will adopt guidelines to
expedite circuit court civil cases in which damages do not exceed
$50,000. Sen. Cam Ward, R-Alabaster, sponsored Act. No. 2012 -
492.

OTHER RETAIL-RELATED LEGISLATION 
THAT DIED IN 2012

http://alisondb.legislature.state.al.us/acas/searchableinstruments/2012RS/PrintFiles/HB277-enr.pdf
http://alisondb.legislature.state.al.us/acas/searchableinstruments/2012RS/PrintFiles/SB476-enr.pdf
http://alisondb.legislature.state.al.us/acas/searchableinstruments/2012RS/PrintFiles/SB486-enr.pdf
http://alisondb.legislature.state.al.us/acas/searchableinstruments/2012RS/PrintFiles/SB487-enr.pdf
http://alisondb.legislature.state.al.us/acas/searchableinstruments/2012RS/PrintFiles/SB73-enr.pdf
http://alisondb.legislature.state.al.us/acas/searchableinstruments/2012RS/PrintFiles/SB47-enr.pdf
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Alabama Health Insurance Exchange Legislation Dies

The governor called legislation to create a state health insurance
exchange "premature" and threatened to veto it if it reached his desk.
Legislation to create the exchange passed the House and was carried
over in the Senate. HB 245 by Rep. Greg Wren, R-Montgomery, would
have created the Alabama Health Insurance Marketplace, a state
exchange required under federal healthcare reform. The governor's
spokesman said the federal government has yet to establish clear
guidelines for a health insurance exchange, the U.S. Supreme Court
has not yet ruled on the constitutionality of the federal health care law
and there would still be time in the 2013 session to set up an
exchange if the federal law is upheld. Monitoring this legislation was
part of ARA's 2012 Legislative Agenda.

TAXES

Tax Remains on Groceries and OTC Drugs

For a fifth year in a row, Rep. John
Knight, D-Montgomery, introduced a
state constitutional amendment to
remove the 4 percent state sales tax
from groceries, only to see the bill die.
HB 45 would have used the same
definition of food as is used in the
federal Supplemental Nutrition
Assistance Program (SNAP). It also
would have exempted over-the-counter
drugs from state sales taxes. It did not
contain an attached revenue-raising
measure such as reducing the income tax deduction for federal
income taxes paid as it has in years past. The bill never made it out of
committee.

SB 66 by Sen. Hank Sanders, D-Selma, proposed tying a repeal of the
state sales tax on food and over-the-counter drugs to reducing the
income tax deduction for federal income taxes paid. It never received
committee consideration. Monitoring alterations to grocery taxes
was part of ARA's 2012 Legislative Agenda.

Cigarette Taxes/User Fees Died 
in House Budget Committee

The House Ways and Means General Fund Committee conducted
public hearings, but did not vote on three bills that would have tacked
an extra $1 onto the retail price of a pack of cigarettes:

HB 9 by Rep. Joe Hubbard, D-Montgomery, called for $1-a-pack
additional cigarette tax, while HB 712, also by Hubbard, and HB
725 by Rep. Patricia Todd, D-Birmingham, called for a $1-a-
pack user fee. The user fee bills were intended to avoid the
term tax in light of the governor's pledge to veto any tax
increases. Alabama's current tobacco tax is 42.5 cents. The
state has had a cigarette tax since 1935, and it was last raised
in 2004, according to the Legislative Fiscal Office. LFO
estimates the state would receive an extra $227.5 million
annually if the cost of cigarettes was increased by $1.
HB 712, also known as the Medicaid Paygo Act of 2012, would

http://alisondb.legislature.state.al.us/acas/searchableinstruments/2012RS/PrintFiles/HB245-eng.pdf
http://alisondb.legislature.state.al.us/acas/searchableinstruments/2012RS/PrintFiles/HB45-int.pdf
http://alisondb.legislature.state.al.us/acas/searchableinstruments/2012RS/PrintFiles/SB66-int.pdf
http://alisondb.legislature.state.al.us/acas/searchableinstruments/2012RS/PrintFiles/HB9-int.pdf
http://alisondb.legislature.state.al.us/acas/searchableinstruments/2012RS/PrintFiles/HB712-int.pdf
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have set a tobacco fee that would go directly to the Alabama
Medicaid Agency.
HB 27 by Rep. Patricia Todd, D-Birmingham, which would have
increased cigarette taxes by 32.5 cents per pack from 42.5
cents to 75 cents, never even received committee
consideration. Legislative fiscal experts estimated it would
have generated $75 million annually for the state's General
Fund. Todd also proposed a $1 cigarette tax, HB 107, which
never received committee consideration.

Jefferson County Doesn't Get Bail Out

SB 567 by Sen. Jabo Waggoner, R-Vestavia Hills, which would have
raised as much as $62 million annually for bankrupt Jefferson County
through occupational taxes or through replacement sales taxes, died
on the final legislative day. Waggoner's bill was similar to HB 745 by
Rep. Jack Williams, R-Vestavia Hills, which the full House never
considered. The bills would have granted such taxing power to any
county commission that in the next three years files for bankruptcy, and
then is found by a federal judge to be eligible to file for bankruptcy.
Currently, Jefferson County is the only county meeting those criteria.

Dormant Business Tax Bill Dies

HB 702 by Rep. Jamie Ison, R-Mobile, which would have forgiven
business privilege tax obligations for any dormant business, even if
the business failed to dissolve or to withdraw its qualification to do
business with Alabama's Secretary of State, also died on the final
legislative day.

Small Businesses Continue to Remit 
Sales Taxes in Advance of Sales

The Senate approved but the House Ways and Means Education
Committee never considered SB 259 by Sen. Bryan Taylor, R-Prattville,
to raise the average monthly tax liability threshold at which a business
must estimate and make monthly sales tax payments to the state by
$1,500. Retailers with monthly sales averaging $2,500 or less would
have no longer had to estimate their sales tax obligation in advance
each month. The threshold remains at $1,000. Taylor estimated 6,000
small businesses would have been able to remit sales taxes after the
fact rather than in advance.

Senate Fails to Consider Business 
Property Depreciation Changes

The full Senate never considered SB
509 by Sen. Shadrack McGill, R-
Woodville, which would have instructed
the Alabama Department of Revenue
to recalculate the composite factors for
business personal property, so that
eventually no property tax would be due
on business equipment and furniture.

McGill said he introduced the bill at the request of business owners in
his district who said they weren't going to buy any new equipment
because of the taxes that would be owed on that equipment in

http://alisondb.legislature.state.al.us/acas/searchableinstruments/2012RS/PrintFiles/HB27-int.pdf
http://alisondb.legislature.state.al.us/acas/searchableinstruments/2012RS/PrintFiles/HB107-int.pdf
http://alisondb.legislature.state.al.us/acas/searchableinstruments/2012RS/PrintFiles/SB567-eng.pdf
http://alisondb.legislature.state.al.us/acas/searchableinstruments/2012RS/PrintFiles/HB702-int.pdf
http://alisondb.legislature.state.al.us/acas/searchableinstruments/2012RS/PrintFiles/SB259-int.pdf
http://alisondb.legislature.state.al.us/acas/searchableinstruments/2012RS/PrintFiles/SB509-int.pdf
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perpetuity The legislation had an uphill battle to make it through the
legislative process, especially since, according to its fiscal note, it
would reduce state ad valorem collections by an estimated $740,000
annually.

JOBS

Income Taxes Withheld Incentive Dies on Final Day

HB 160/SB 271 by Rep. Barry Mask, R-Wetumpka, and Sen. Phil
Williams, R-Rainbow City, which would have allowed companies in
certain instances to use income taxes withheld from full-time
employees to build or expand operations in Alabama, along with HB
159, a constitutional amendment, also by Mask, that would have
required the state's voters to approve the provisions of HB 160 died on
the final legislative day. The Senate never took up SB 511 by Sen.
Jimmy Holley, R-Elba, an alternate proposal to HB 160.

TOBACCO

Smoking Ban Never Gets Floor Vote

The Senate debated, but never voted on SB
198 by Sen. Vivian Figures, D-Mobile, a
statewide smoking ban in any workplace,
public building or public place. The Senate
Health Committee approved the bill, which
exempted existing private clubs, also would
have required businesses to post no-
smoking signage. The committee added
exemptions for cigar bars and retail tobacco
stores.

The House Health Committee carried over HB 383, Rep. Mary Sue
McClurkin, R-Indian Springs, a stricter smoking ban. McClurkin's bill
did not exempt existing private clubs, cigar bars or retail tobacco
stores from the ban's provisions as Figures' did.

ALCOHOL

House Panel Defeats Farm Winery Bill

A one-vote majority in the House Economic
Development and Tourism Committee killed HB
372 by Rep. Becky Nordgren, R-Gadsden, which
would have allowed small Alabama winemakers
to distribute their products without going through
a distributor or the state liquor agency. The bill
would have created a farm winery license to allow

production and self-distribution of less than 250,000 gallons of wine
annually. Currently, the Alabama Alcoholic Beverage Control Board
operates under a three-tier system of producers, distributors and
retailers. Products can only be sold to distributors who sell to retailers.

Home Brewing and Draft Definition Bills Die 

Two alcohol bills died on the final legislative day due to inaction:

http://alisondb.legislature.state.al.us/acas/searchableinstruments/2012RS/PrintFiles/HB160-eng.pdf
http://alisondb.legislature.state.al.us/acas/searchableinstruments/2012RS/PrintFiles/SB271-int.pdf
http://alisondb.legislature.state.al.us/acas/searchableinstruments/2012RS/PrintFiles/SB511-int.pdf
http://alisondb.legislature.state.al.us/acas/searchableinstruments/2012RS/PrintFiles/SB198-int.pdf
http://alisondb.legislature.state.al.us/acas/searchableinstruments/2012RS/PrintFiles/HB383-int.pdf
http://alisondb.legislature.state.al.us/acas/searchableinstruments/2012RS/PrintFiles/HB372-int.pdf
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HB 354 by Rep. Mac McCutcheon, R-Capshaw, which would
have allowed home brewers to make up to 15 gallons of beer,
cider and wine every three months as long their homemade
spirits are not offered for sale. The legislation would allow the
home-brewed alcohol to be transported to festivals and tasting
contests.
HB 67 by Rep. Alan Boothe, R-Troy, which would have defined
draft or keg beer as beer packaged and distributed in a keg by
the manufacturer.

FOOD SERVICE

No Notification Necessary for Finely Textured Beef

The Senate Health Committee carried over SB 478 by Sen. Gerald
Dial, R-Lineville, which would have required grocery stores,
restaurants or other businesses offering beef for sale to the public to
notify the consumer if the beef or menu item contains any lean finely
textured beef product. According to the U.S. Dept. of Agriculture, lean
finely textured beef is safe for all consumers.

Health Score Posting at Drive-Thrus Dies

The House Agriculture and Forestry Committee approved HB 480 by
Rep. Jeremy H. Oden, R-Vinemont, which would have required
restaurants with drive-through service to post their latest health
department inspection report where it is visible to their drive-through
customers in addition to displaying it where their on-premises
customers can see it. The full House never took up the bill.

FIREWORKS

Fireworks Reform Doesn't Make it to Floor Debate

The House Commerce and Small Business Committee approved HB
579 by Rep. Lynn Greer, R-Rogersville, uniform statewide regulations
for fireworks, but the legislation never made it onto a House calendar.
The Senate companion, SB 440 by Sen. Roger Bedford, D-
Russellville, never received committee consideration.
This legislation would have provided for the statewide sale of:

Non-aerial fireworks such as ground or hand-held sparklers,
cylindrical or cone fountains, illuminating torches, wheels and
spinners.
Novelties such as party poppers, snappers, toy smoke
devices, snakes, glow worms and dipped sticks.

HEALTH

Healthcare Rights of Conscience Legislation Fizzles

The Senate Health Committee approved SB 105 by Sen. Cam Ward,
R-Alabaster, which would have given healthcare providers the right to
refuse to perform or participate in healthcare services that violate their
conscience, but the bill never made it to the Senate floor.

http://alisondb.legislature.state.al.us/acas/searchableinstruments/2012RS/PrintFiles/HB354-eng.pdf
http://alisondb.legislature.state.al.us/acas/searchableinstruments/2012RS/PrintFiles/HB67-int.pdf
http://alisondb.legislature.state.al.us/acas/searchableinstruments/2012RS/PrintFiles/SB478-int.pdf
http://alisondb.legislature.state.al.us/acas/searchableinstruments/2012RS/PrintFiles/HB480-int.pdf
http://alisondb.legislature.state.al.us/acas/searchableinstruments/2012RS/PrintFiles/HB579-int.pdf
http://alisondb.legislature.state.al.us/acas/searchableinstruments/2012RS/PrintFiles/SB440-int.pdf
http://alisondb.legislature.state.al.us/acas/searchableinstruments/2012RS/PrintFiles/SB105-int.pdf
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SMALL BUSINESS

Small Business Loan Bills Die

Two ARA-monitored bills that would have provided loans to small
business died in the session:

HB 600 by Rep. Barry Moore, R-Enterprise, which would have
created the Alabama Small Business Financing Authority to
work with banks and other lenders to provide capital and loans
to small businesses as recommended by the Speaker's
Commission on Job Creation, died on the final legislative day.
The Senate Finance and Taxation General Fund Committee
debated but did not vote on SB 158 by Sen. Quinton T. Ross Jr.,
D-Montgomery, a constitutional amendment to transfer $150
million over three years from the Alabama Trust Fund to a
Small Business and Job Creation Fund. The fund
administered by the Alabama Development Office would have
provided loans to businesses. The maximum loan amounts
would have been $25,000 for businesses creating five to 10
jobs and $100,000 for businesses creating 11 or more jobs.
As businesses make payments on the loans, the funds would
be deposited back into the Alabama Trust Fund. The
companion, HB 215 by Rep. Joe Hubbard, D-Montgomery,
never received committee consideration.

'Reg-Flex' Bill Never Gets Floor Debate

Legislation (SB 222 by Sen. Bill Holtzclaw, R-Decatur, and HB 150 by
Rep. April Weaver, R-Brierfield) that would have required a small
business regulatory flexibility analysis and a small business
economic impact statement when a state agency proposes a new rule
or rule change received committee approval in both chambers, but
never made it to a floor debate.

Assistive Devise Lemon Law Dies

On the final legislative day, HB 450 by Rep. Patricia Todd, D-
Birmingham, which would have created a state lemon-law for defective
assistive devices, died.

OIL AND GAS

Senate Never Considers Gas Discount Ban Repeal

The Senate Commerce, Transportation and Utilities Committee
approved SB 315 by Sen. Gerald Dial, R-Lineville, which would have
repealed the prohibition against gasoline rebates or discounts that
make the selling price at the pump below a retailer's or wholesaler's
cost. The full Senate never considered the bill.

STILL ON GOVERNOR'S DESK

Restaurant Rebates Up in the Air

The Legislature approved, but at press time the governor had not

http://alisondb.legislature.state.al.us/acas/searchableinstruments/2012RS/PrintFiles/HB600-eng.pdf
http://alisondb.legislature.state.al.us/acas/searchableinstruments/2012RS/PrintFiles/SB158-int.pdf
http://alisondb.legislature.state.al.us/acas/searchableinstruments/2012RS/PrintFiles/HB245-eng.pdf
http://alisondb.legislature.state.al.us/acas/searchableinstruments/2012RS/PrintFiles/SB222-int.pdf
http://alisondb.legislature.state.al.us/acas/searchableinstruments/2012RS/PrintFiles/HB150-int.pdf
http://alisondb.legislature.state.al.us/acas/searchableinstruments/2012RS/PrintFiles/HB450-eng.pdf
http://alisondb.legislature.state.al.us/acas/searchableinstruments/2012RS/PrintFiles/SB315-int.pdf
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signed, HB 37 by Rep. Joe Hubbard, D-Montgomery, an unfunded
rebate program. If the governor fails to sign the bill by Saturday, it will
be pocket vetoed. If enacted, beginning Aug. 1, restaurants could be
eligible for a four percent rebate for buying Alabama-grown food
products and any seafood product caught or processed in Alabama.
The bill creates the Alabama Purchase of Local Agricultural Products
Incentive Program Fund into which the state can deposit "any public or
private grants, gifts, and donations." The program, fund and rebates
would only exist through Sept. 30, 2015.
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